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A Monthly Publication for Temple Beth-El,  

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

A Night with Judaism 
A special educational service 

5:45 p.m.  

Friday, Feb. 3, 2012 

at Temple Beth-El  
If a coworker, 

neighbor, relative, or 

friend has ever asked 

you:  

 What is Kosher?   

 What are the basic 

beliefs of Judaism?  

 What is it like to at-

tend a service?   

Invite them to this service to get a bet-

ter understanding ñ or come yourself 

and see if you learn something new.  

Traditional Jewish foods will be served 

following the service to give everyone 

a flavor of the culture. (Please e -mail 

Rebecca Berkson at 

becca.berkson@gmail.com if you 

would be willing to bring a dish.)  

Judaism  

Los Tres Larrys Concert  

(and Alison Westermann) 

on Saturday, February 4, 2012 

At Temple Mount Sinai, El Paso 

For details, see page 8! 

ñPillar of Fire,ò  

  a television history 

of  Israelôs rebirth 
sponsored by 

The Israel Committee,  

The Mensch Club and  

Sisterhood 

Sundays February 12, 19, and 26 

At 2:00 pm each day.    

See Page 7 for details. 

Tu Bishõvat Seder 

Wednesday, February 8 at 5:30 pm  

SEE PAGE 2 
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Friday, February 3 

5:45 pm  Shabbat Service 

A NIGHT WITH JUDAISM  

A special educational service 

If a coworker, neighbor, relative, or friend has ever asked 

you:  ñWhat is Kosher?   What are the basic beliefs of Ju-

daism?  What is it like to attend a service?ò - Invite them 

to this service to get a better understandingð or come 

yourself and see if you learn something new. Traditional 

Jewish foods will be served following the service to give 

everyone a flavor of the culture. (Please e-mail Rebecca 

Berkson at becca.berkson@gmail.com  

if you would be willing to bring a dish to share.  

 

Saturday, February 4 

9:00 am Talmud 

10:15 am Service and Kiddush 

Parashat  Beshalach  Exodus 13:17-17:16 

Haftarah   Judges 4:4-5:31 

 
Wednesday, February 8 

5:30 pm  TU BISHôVAT SEDER-

Join us as we celebrate the New 

Year of Trees with a modern adaptation of this rit-

ual that celebrates our ties to nature and to the 

land of Israel.  Open to all congregantsðplease re-

spond to Rabbi Karol by email or call the Temple 

office.  
 

Friday, February 10 

6:30 pm   TOT SHABBAT SERVICEð30 minutes of 

prayer, story and song for young children and their fami-

lies followed by Shabbat treats.  

 

7:30 pm  Shabbat ServiceðBarry Fisher will join Rabbi 

Karol in leading the service.  Rabbi Karol will speak on:  

ñDelegation: The Art of Letting Goò 

  

Saturday,  February 11 

9:00 am    Talmud 

10:15 am  Service and Kiddush 

Parashat  Yitro  Exodus 18:1-20:23 

Haftarah   Isaiah 6:1 - 7:6; 9:5 - 9:6  

 

Friday, February 17 

7:30 pm   Rabbi  Emeritus Jerry Kane will lead the ser-

vice.  He will speak on  ñWeôre all on the same train.ò 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

President  Mark Steinborn 

Vice President  Patrick Quinn 

Treasurer  Allen Palanker 

Secretary  Bill Stein 

Trustee   Susan Fitzgerald 

Trustee   Michael Mandel 

Trustee   Alison Mann 

Trustee   Andrea Orzoff 

Trustee   James Rosenthal 

Trustee   Abby Train 

Trustee   Lisa Willman 

Mensch Club Rep. David Zeemont 

Sisterhood Rep.  Michele Blum 

RABBIS 

Rabbi Lawrence P. Karol 

Rabbi Gerald M. Kane, Rabbi Emeritus 

****************************************               

TEMPLE BOARD MEETINGS  

The TBE Board will meet on Tuesday, February 21 at 

7:00 pm.  Members are invited! Check the temple web-

site at www.tbelc.org for the board meeting agenda. 

February Worship Schedule  

Saturday, February 18  

9:00  am Talmud 

10:15 am Lay-led Service and Kiddush 

Parashat Mishpatim Exodus 21:1-24:18 

Haftarah  Jeremiah 34:8-34:22; 33:25-33:26 

 

Friday,  February 24 

7:30 pmðShabbat ServiceðRabbi Karol will speak 

on ñGiving and giving even more.ò 

 

Saturday,  February 25 

9:00 am Talmud 

10:15 am Service and Kiddush 

Parashat Terumah   Exodus 25:1-27:19 

Upcoming Bônei Mitzvah 
March 17, 2012 

David Fiszbein  

April 21, 2012 

Olivia Weinbaum 

November 10, 2012 

Evan Zigmond 

http://www.jtsa.edu/PreBuilt/ParashahArchives/jpstext/yitro_haft.shtml
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      I had thought about sharing my Dôvar Torah from the December Board meeting in my previous Ade-
lante article, but I wanted to be sure that all congregants saw the text of my installation remarks.  Now, 

the ñculture of honorò values below take on a new meaning in light of the recent article by now former 

Atlanta Jewish Times owner/publisher/editor Andrew Adler.  I am sure that many of you know by now 

about his column on January 13 that suggested three possible responses by Israel to Iran's acquiring a 

nuclear weapon: a pre-emptive strike against Hamas and Hezbollah, terrorist groups that he said would 

be emboldened by a nuclear Iran; a direct strike on Iran; and "three, give the go-ahead for U.S.-based 

Mossad agents to take out a president deemed unfriendly to Israel in order for the current vice-president 

to take his place, and forcefully dictate that the United States policy includes its helping the Jewish state obliterate its ene-

mies.ò   THESE ARE ANDREW ADLERôS WORDS, NOT MINE!  

        There is a point where we MUST put politics aside and realize that our words have great power.   We discussed a 

quote in a recent Monday night Proverbs from Proverbs Chapter 12, Verse 19: ñTruthful speech abides forever, a lying 

tongue but for a moment.ò  We often say that ñthe truth will come out,ò but, with many avenues for sharing words these 

days, some statements cannot be ñerased,ò even with an apology or a correction (Adler did apologize for his column but he 

has resigned and is now seeking a buyer for the Atlanta Jewish Times).  The story of the rabbi who tells a person in his 

town to go to the village clock tower, open up a feather pillow, shake out the feathers and then bring them all back offers a 

powerful lesson.   Sometimes we cannot take back our words.    

         Whether or not the criticism of the Obama administration on its policies towards Israel is correct is up for discussion, 

hopefully reasoned in nature.   All I can tell you is that there was little difference between what President Obama and Rep-

resenative Eric Cantor told the delegates at the URJ Biennial, and Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak acknowledged in 

his address to the biennial that there is strong cooperation between Israel and the United States on many levels.    

       I would add that every administration has had conflicts with some sector of the American Jewish community.   Both 

Democractic and Republican presidents have made statements that did not sound ñpro-Israelò to many peopleôs ears.    

However, Adlerôs suggestion, which was, yes, the declaration of only one person, sets an example that we must reject.    

Let us use our words and act based in wisdom and respect, whether writing in an email or on a facebook wall or a blog, or 

engaging in face-to-face conversation.   That is what being part of a culture of honor is all about.   

Creating a Culture of Honor for a Kehilah Kedoshah ï A Sacred Community - December 22, 2011 (D'var Torah for 

Board meeting and for 3rd Night of Chanukah 5772) 

KôVOD HABAYIT - Honoring this house: Respect this environment and building ï (please) clean up after yourself! 

KôVOD HAMAKOM ï Honoring this place: Respect the Temple as a center for learning, gathering and worship. 

KôVOD HACHAVERIM - Respecting fellow members: Speak kindly to anyone of any age and treat them in ways that you 

want to be treated, whether in polite conversation or heated discussion;  be accepting of differences in background and 

opinion, while always taking the opportunity to remind one another that we are all valued members of the commu-

nity.   Remember to say excuse me, I'm sorry, please, and thank you at the right moment.  Always seek peace in this House 

of God - Beit Eil.  

KôVOD HAKôHILAH ï Honoring the community: Respect what people give to the congregation, especially their knowl-

edge and time and care. Learn and live the values of the congregation and Judaism within the Temple walls and throughout 

the community. 

KôVOD HALIMUD ï Honoring study: Respect what everyone adds to Temple as a learning community. 

K'VOD HA-EMET - Honoring the truth - Be honest and forthright in communication in a way that is supportive and re-

spectful, so that sharing the truth will lead to communal and personal growth. 

K'VOD HADOROT -  Honoring the generations - recognize the special ways in which members of all ages add to the rich-

ness of the congregation and remember that we all have something to teach and learn from one another across the different 

stages of life. 

K'VOD HATZIBUR - Honoring the general community - do not separate yourself from the needs and hopes of local citi-

zens and of those living in the state, nation and world -  offer the best of Jewish values to our neighbors to create greater 

understanding and further tikkun olam, the healing and repair of humankind and the earth on which we live.   
 Lôshalom, 

Rabbi Larry K.  

See Rabbi Karolôs blog at rabbilarrykarol.blogspot.com 

Message from Rabbi Karol 
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Upcoming Events 

 

The first half of this year will be a very active time for our congregation.  By the time you 

read this column, we will have participated in the Las Cruces Centennial Celebration Parade 

and about 100 of us will have gone to a Temple Beth-El event at the Black Box Theater to see 

ñThe Sisters Rosensweig.ò  This month I thought it would be a good idea to highlight some 

events scheduled through May. 

 

Brews and Schmooze ï Last fall TBE Trustee Jim Rosenthal came up with the idea of hosting a small get together 

the first hour of Sunday school every Sunday so that parents dropping off their children could talk a bit with each 

other and also meet a board member.  A TBE board member will bring nosh each Sunday at 9:00 and host the cof-

fee hour.  There is no agenda, just an opportunity for us to meet you and listen to you.  If you would like to partici-

pate in any of these discussions, even if you are not a parent with children in Sunday school, you are welcome to 

attend.  Please let Jim know if you will be attending.  For those of you who have read this far because ñbrewò is in 

the title; no, this is coffee, not beer.  Board members usually do not start drinking beer before 10:30am.  

 

A Night with Judaism ï We are trying an experiment by making the Erev Shabbat service on Friday, February 3  

ñA Night with Judaism.ò  In addition to our usual Shabbat agenda, we are welcoming community members and 

friends to the Temple so that they might learn about Judaism.  To learn more, watch for the eblasts leading up to 

this date or contact Rebecca Berkson for more information. 

 

Temple Beth-El Annual Meeting ï The Board has set the date for the next annual meeting for Tuesday, May 8 at 

7:00 pm in the TBE sanctuary.  In addition to committee reports, we expect some constitution changes and, of 

course, the election of new board members.  We will have six board positions open this year.  If you are interested 

in being a candidate for one of these positions or wish to make a recommendation to the nominating committee of 

someone you think would be a good candidate, please contact Alison Mann or myself.  As in previous years,  you 

will receive a formal mailing two-four weeks prior to the 8th for the purpose of absentee voting. We look forward to 

seeing you there! 

 

Frances Williams Tribute ï On Saturday, May 19, a major fundraising event is scheduled to pay tribute to Fran-

ces Williams for her many years of service to the community.  Expect more news on this event in the coming 

months, including the announcement of a special guest speaker. 

 

Please watch for eblasts and mailings for these upcoming events.  With the exception of the annual meeting, dates 

are subject to change.   

 

 

Shalom, 

 

Mark Steinborn 

President ï Temple Beth-El 

FEBRUARY 2012ð SHEVAT -ADAR 5772 
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Rabbi Karolôs introduction to Judaism 

course, Judaism: Roots and Rituals, contin-

ues on Wednesdays at 7:15 -8:45pm through 

March 28 (No class March 7).   While this 

course has now reached its midpoint, anyone who 

would liked to attend a session on a particular topic 

may contact Rabbi Karol.  Remaining topics include 

mitzvoth and values, Jewish theology and mysticism, 

a brief history survey, Judaism and Christianity, 

modern Jewish movements,  Jewish texts, anti-

Semitism and the Holocaust, and the Jewish commu-

nities of Israel and the United States.  

Seeking Wisdom: Timely Jewish Insights into 

Ethical Behavior, a study of excerpts from the 

Book of  Proverbs, continues on February 6 

and 13 at 7:00 pm. Please let Rabbi Karol know if you 

plan to attend by calling Temple Beth-El at 524-3380 

or by sending an e-mail to rabbi@tbelc.org  

The Poetry of Zelda 
Rabbi Jerry Kane will teach VISION-

ARY WILDNESS -  THE POETRY 

OF ZELDA  on Wednesdays for four 

weeks beginning February 1st and end-

ing on February 22nd. The class will 

meet from 11:45 to 1:00 pm at the 

Temple. Bring a Brown Bag lunch if 

you like. Pre-registration is required, 

contact the Temple office 524-3380. The suggested tui-

tion is $18 (scholarships are available).   

Despite her Orthodox lifestyle, the Israeli poet Zelda 

created unique works infused with a visionary wild-

ness. Scholars note that her poetry connects to people 

of all ages, religious orientations and political persua-

sions. Over the course of four weeks we shall search 

for the economy, subtlety and beauty of Zeldaôs lan-

guage. A careful chronological analysis of a variety of 

her poems will be presented. 

TORAH STUDYðLed by  

Rabbi Larry KarolðOngoing on 

Wednesdays at 10:15-11:30 a.m.   

 

TALMUD STUDY -Talmud study 

meets every Saturday in the Social 

Hall at 9 a.m. before the Saturday 

morning service. Prospective stu-

dents are welcome. Contact Erich 

Zameret or Tana Hemingway for more information. 



 

 

 

WEEKLY TEMPLE BREAKFAST  

Weekly breakfasts and discussions of Jewish 

and general interest topics are held at the Tem-

ple every Wednesday morning.  Breakfast be-

gins at 8:45 a.m., speaker presentations begin at 

9:00 a.m. The cost is $2.00 weekly or $6.00 

monthly.  Feel free to contact Phil Alkon for fur-

ther information.  Phone 524-6945;   

philipalkon@gmail.com 

 

MENSCH CLUB 

In recent years, the Mensch Club has screened 

films pertaining to a wide range of Jewish-

related topics on the second Sunday of each 

month at the Temple. Anyone who has a film to 

share with the community is encouraged to con-

tact Dave Zeemont, President, at 523-0913 or 

email at mudjob@earthlink.net.  For a schedule 

of regular  meetings, call Dave Zeemont  

 

MAH JONG  

Enjoy lively fun playing Mah Jong on Monday 

mornings at 10:15 a.m.  Coffee is served.  No 

reservations are  necessary.  For information call 

Frima Marquez at 522-0470. 

 

KNITTING GROUP  

A knitting group meets at TBE on Tuesday 

mornings at 10:15 am.  If you are interested, 

please contact Deana Kessin at 521-4077 or   

Kessin@comcast.net 
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Giving to Casa Peregrinos and El Caldito 
  

Food for February is PEANUT BUTTER  
 

The past several months of providing the Food of 

the Month to Casa de Peregrinos has been extremely 

successful. It is time to branch out a bit now and 

share our donation efforts between Casa de Peregri-

nos, the organization that provides staple foods to 

the needy, and El Caldito, the organization that pro-

vides a hot meal 365 days a year to the hungry in 

our community. Casa de Peregrinos and El Caldito 

are both part of the Community of Hope. They re-

side together on the same campus at 999 W Amador 

and have many of the same issues. Clients are cus-

tomers of both organizations. There are common in-

terests and common goals and the foods received are 

often shared between the two organizations in order 

to best utilize both perishable and non-perishable 

food. Please bring something for one or both of 

these Organizations.  For more information or ques-

tions, contact Liz Lewis-Olson for Casa de Peregi-

nos (elewis4@comcast.net) and Eve Palanker for El 

Caldito at palanker1@msn.com. 

Donations for Southwest Counseling Patients 

     Patients at Southwest Counseling are in continual need 

of clothing and small household items.  TBE members who 

have womenôs and menôs ñgently usedò clothing, linens, 

kitchen items and other small household items to give can 

greatly assist those in need.    

        Donations are accepted at 100 W. Griggs Ave.  Please 

ask for Bernadette Pena or Helen Cooley who will provide  

 a receipt for the donations.  Call SW at 647-2800 or call 

Frima Marquez at 522-0470 for further information.  Visit 

SW Counseling at www.swccnm.com 

mailto:palkon@gmail.com

