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April Shabbat Schedule 
 

Friday, April 1st           

  5:45 P.M. Shabbat Family Service  

  6:30 P.M. Dairy/Veggie Potluck dinner 

   
Saturday, April 2nd             

    9:00 A.M. Talmud 

  10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush lunch 

   Noonñ1:30 P.M. Great Torah Teachers 

    Voices of Women 

 Parashat Tazira Leviticus 12:1ñ13:52  

 Haftarah  Ezekiel 45:15ñ25     

     

Friday, April 8th          

    7:30 P.M. Birthday and Anniversary 

    Blessings 

    òAscending The Ladder To 

    Ethical and Spiritual  

    Wholenessó   

          

Saturday, April 9th           

    9:00 A.M. Talmud 

  10:15 A.M. Service 

 Parashat Mõtzora Leviticus 14:1ñ15:33    

 Haftarah  II Kings 7:3--20     

 

Friday, April 15th           

    7:30 P.M. Service  Presented by 

    Teen Machon Class 

         

Saturday, April 16th           

     9:00 A.M. Talmud 

   10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush  

 Parashat Acharei Mot   Leviticus 16:1ñ18:30   

 Haftarah  Malachai 3:4ñ24     

 

Friday, April 22nd            

    7:30 P.M. òA Crash Course in Song 

    of Songsó 

 

Saturday, April 23rd   

    9:00 A.M. Talmud 

  10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush  

    lunch 

             Shabbat Pesach Exodus 33:12ñ34:26     

 HaftarahEzekiel  37:1ñ14  

 

Friday, April 29th  

    7:30 P.M. Presentation of Ethical  

    Wills by  Phil Alkon, Joe 

    Bell, Louise Feldman- 

    Baskey, Win Jacobs 

    Tana Hemingway, Winnie 

    Meyer, Gerie Muchnikoff, 

    Terri Sugarman, Frances 

    Williams     

 

Saturday, April 30th  

    9:00 A.M. Talmud 

  10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush  

    lunch 

 Parashat Kedoshim Leviticus 19:1ñ20:27 

 Haftarah  Amos 9:7ñ15  
 

 

 

 

Pesach Service Schedule 

 

Tuesday, April 19th  10:00 A.M. 

   Pesach Morning Service 

   Recognition of Brit Ketanah  

   participants 

 

Tuesday, April 19th     5:45 P.M. at the Temple 

   Second Seder 

 

Tuesday, April 26th  10:00 A.M. 

   Eighth Day of Pesach and Yizkor 

   Service 
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Message from Rabbi Citrin 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

I was asked to write for an on-line publication for U.S. rabbis a piece on Parashat Met-

zora, the famous ñleprosyò portion.  I want to share with you what I wrote.  There is 

some Hebrew vocabulary in the text, so here is a glossary: 

 

negaðplaque or disease 

mikdash môatða small sanctuary  

musarð19th century activist ethical tradition 

tameiðunclean or impure 

tahorðclean or pure 

tohoraðpurity 

I hope you find meaning in this article.   

 

Shalom, 

Rabbi Paul J Citrin 

 

Parashat Metzora 

ñA person sees all plagues except his own.ò  (Negaôim 2:5).  This phrase from the Mishna makes it clear that 

the Sages already understood that the disease spoken of in Metzora is not a physical blight.  It is universally 

known in the Jewish world that the Rabbis understood Metzora to point to ñmotzi shem raò, a slanderer.  The 

unclean nega was an outer sign of inner moral deficit. 
 

It is widely agreed in our time that the plague in Metzora regards ritual impurity, possibly ethical decay, but 

certainly not medical pathology.  It points to overcoming the state of a living moral or spiritual death, and re-

turning to pure life.  Despite speaking in categories of purity and impurity which are difficult for many modern 

people to grasp, Metzora can still speak to us in a powerful, immediate way. 
 

Jews are called upon in Exodus to be a kingdom of priests and a holy people.  Each of our homes is to be a 

Mikdash Meôat.  There is, then, no priest outside of our very self to whom we can go for purification.  Only 

each individual can judge the purity or impurity, the relative power of life energy verses death forces, in his 

own existence.  The challenge is for each of us to be alert to the negaôim on our moral and spiritual bodies.  

The task of each person is to identify that which hinders us from transformation from where we are at any 

given moment to attaining a higher level of living. 
 

As priests to ourselves, and in the spirit of the Musar tradition, the road to purification requires constant self-

examination and contemplation of our deeds and choices.  It calls on us to give account for ourselves, and to 

have the courage to say of some of our deeds and of our flaws, ñtamei.ò  Self-observation, education, account-

ability and acts of kindness and generosity are the true purifying ingredients which render us ñtahorò, life-

enhancing. 

 

Continued on page 7 
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Presidentõs Message  
A Journey of  3,300 Years 

 

 

 

 

Iôm writing this month to remind you that our ñYear of Torahò will reach a major milestone on May 15th with the arri-
val in Las Cruces of our new Sefer Torah.  At Sofer Ron Sieger ós presentation to Temple Beth-El last October, we 
learned that a Sefer Torah is created by exactly copying a Sefer Torah that preceded it.  Traditionally this is the 
method by which a sofer ensures that the copy they are creating is an exact replica of the Torah revealed to 
Moses over 3,300 year ago at Mount Sinai.   

 

On May 15th, Ron Sieger will return to Temple Beth-El to write the 
final words of our new Torah and to share in its dedication.  Our 
members are welcome to have a picture taken with the sofer to me-
morialize the event.  As you may know, the writing of a Sefer Torah 
is a relatively rare event.  It has never before occurred in Temple 
Beth-Elôs 50-plus year history and for many of us this will be the 
first and possibly the last time we can fulfill the commandment to 
write a Sefer Torah.   

 

I have written and spoken about the need to preserve Judaism in 
the desert Southwest many times during my presidency.  Speaking 
purely for myself, the writing of a Sefer Torah at Temple Beth-El not 
only fulfills a sacred commandment that I cannot otherwise fulfill on my own, in a very real sense it is a defining act 
of preservation of Judaism in the desert Southwest.  I am extremely proud to be a part of it and I am grateful that 
so many of you feel the same way. 

 

Now, I know we live in the land of ma¶ana and many of you plan on making a donation to the Torah Endowment 
Fund at some point in the future.  The future is next month.  At this writing, about a third of the members have 
made donations (and a handful of non-members as well!) and weôve received over $60,000 in donations.  Thanks 
to the projectôs benefactors, the costs for this project were covered before the project was formally announced.  At 
this point all donations flow into the endowment for our templeôs future use.  You can still make a difference in pro-
tecting our future.  If you need help in deciding what portion of the Torah in which to make your dedication, contact 
Rabbi Citrin and he will be happy to assist you. 

 

On Sunday, May 15th, 2011 a journey of over 3,300 years will reach its latest destination, Temple Beth-El in Las 
Cruces.  It is our hope ð it is my hope that you will choose to fulfill this mitzvah with us as we celebrate the 
ñarrivalò of our new Torah at Temple Beth-El. 

 

 

Shalom, 

 

Mark Steinborn 

President ï Temple Beth-El 
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SECOND SEDER IS APRIL 19th! 

 

Make Your Reservation Now 

COST:  $21.00 per person   $12.00 for children under age 10 

 

Name of Family  ___________________________   

Phone #              ___________________________ 

 

# Adult Dinners  _____  # Vegetarian dinners ____ 

 

 # Children Dinners _____  # Vegetarian dinners ____ 

 

Reservations and checks must be submitted to the Temple Office  

no later than April 12th. 

 

 

Please see Rabbi Citrin if you would like to participate, but require partial or full hosting. 

Seder begins at 5:45 P.M. 
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Monthly Shabbat  Dinner 
 

Simchat Shabbat, the joy of Shabbat, comes not only 

from prayer and study, but especially from sharing a 

Sabbath meal with song and conversation.  To further 

immerse ourselves in Simchat Shabbat, the third Friday 

of each month will feature a Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

at 5:45 P.M. followed by a Shabbat dinner at 6:30 P.M.  

We are aiming to build on our congregational qualities 

of warmth, community and celebration. 
 

Here are the dates of our Simchat Shabbat evenings to 

mark on your calendars: 

5/20 and 6/17.   

   (We are omitting March and April due to the prox-

imity of Purim and Pesach). 
 

The cost of the dinner will be $12 per person, $7 for 

children 6-10, children under 6 free.  A Vegetarian alter-

native is available. 
 

To avoid doing business on Shabbat and to get a com-

mitted number of reservations, you need to sign up and 

pay in advance, no later than three days before the Shab-

bat. 

 
 

 

Sign Up Form 
 

Simchat Shabbat Monthly DinnerðMay 20th   

 

Name ________________________________  

 

Phone  ________________________________ 

  

 # of  Adults  _________    
 

 

 # of Children 6-10 _________ 
 

 # Children Under 5  _________ 
 

 # of Vegetarian Meals _________ 
 

 Total enclosed $ _________ 
 

$12 per person    $7 for children 6-10.  Kids 5 and under 

free. 
 

Please return this reservation with your check made 

out to TBE no later than May16th 
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Rabbiôs Message continued from page 3 

 

Our role as priests applies to examining our people and our nation as well.  When we see rampant Jewish ignorance 

and mediocre religious educational systems, we ought to proclaim, ñtamei.ò  When we see a lack of compassion and 

a decline in social justice, we need clearly to judge our community as ñtamei.ò  When our nation values corporate 

power and enrichment over the well-being and security of individuals, we do well to cry, ñtamei.ò 

 

From the instant we proclaim something in our life or in the life of our people or our country, ñtamei,ò we begin to 

ascend once again the ladder of purity, of ñtohora.ò  Metzora presents us with an optimistic view of our power to 

discern, judge, adjust and renew how we live.  We can heal ourselves and our society.  Metzora is nothing less than 

an embodiment of the words we pray, ñSamcheinu bishuatechaðgladden us with Your Salvation.ò 

 

 

 ISRAEL UPDATE  

 

 About Israel Update 
 

The Israel Committee of Temple Beth-El will publish a regular Israel Update page in forthcoming issues of Ade-

lante.  We hope this  new undertaking will promote your awareness of Israel-related events and information, and 

will energize TBE efforts to promote Israel's security, welfare and democratic character.  We welcome  your interest 

in this undertaking, and your feedback on specific issues and and articles.  We also are happy to consider any sub-

jects  or materials you may wish to offer for presentation in Israel Update. Just contact  Phil Alkon [524-6945, phili-

palkon@gmail.com].   Todah Rabah! 
 

Opinion Piece 
The following article appeared in the March 3, 2011 issue of the Las Cruces Sun-News, and is published here with their per-

mission. 
   

 A MIDDLE EAST VIEW:  HOPE, MYTH AND IRONIES  by  Phil Alkon  
 

            The Egyptian popular uprising, and other unrest in the Arab world, may evolve into an historical and trans-

formational shift in the Middle East landscape.  If democracy does indeed gain a strong political foothold in the 

Moslem Middle East, it gratefully indicates that many of its citizens, and its youth especially, are choosing a 21st 

century future rather than an 10th century Caliphate past as epitomized by Islamic fundamentalism.  A hopeful and 

welcome sign indeed.  The process will be messy, and not wholly free of the tribalism, racism and violence that has 

characterized political and social discourse in the region for centuries. Each country and society will face the chal-

lenge own way, and not all outcomes will be to our liking.  This is the Middle East after all, not Des Moines, Iowa, 

or Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
 

            One fascinating question is ñWhy did this long-simmering upheaval take the West and the world by sur-

prise?ò  Part of the answer may lie in the fact that for several decades at least, world media, governments, and talk-

ing heads of many stripes have obsessed with the Israel-Palestinian Arab conflict as a major root of the ills that 

plague the region.  An almost grotesque fixation with Israel (and Jews, of course) has led to a conventional wisdom 

that automatically attributes the seemingly endless and unsolvable complexity of Middle East conflicts to Israel.  

Not only has Israel become the default button for explaining regionôs ills, but we can even specifically place the  
 

Continued on page 16 
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Temple Board Meetings 
 
 

Board meetings are held the fourth Thursday of every 

month, and you are invited! Check the templeós website 

at www.tbelc.org for the board meeting agenda, which 

will be posted there in advance.    

 

 

TEMPLE BREAKFAST ðWeekly breakfast meet-

ings and discussions of Jewish interest are held at 

the Temple with Breakfast starting at 8:45 AM and 

the speaker/discussion leader beginning promptly at 

9:00 AM. 
 

 TALMUD STUDY ðTalmud study meets every Sat-

urday in the Social Hall at 9 AM before the Saturday 

morning service. Prospective students are welcome 

and may contact Erich Zameret or Tana Hemingway 

for more information. 

Mensch Club 
 

Films pertaining to a wide range of Jewish-related 

topics are shown on the second Sunday of each 

month at 2 PM at the Temple.    
 

Anyone who has a film to share with the commu-

nity is encouraged to contact Dave Zeemont, Film 

Chair, at 523-0913 or mudjob@earthlink.net. 
 

Regular Mensch Club meetings are held bi-weekly 

Sundays at 2pm at the Temple.  For additional Club 

information,  please contact Dave Zeemont, Presi-

dent at 523-0913 or mudjob@earthlink.net. 

Mixed Yoga -   

Wednesdays  4:45 to 6:00   -$5.00 per class or  

$25 per 6-week session 

Mixed level yoga for those with some yoga experience.  

Breathing techniques and asana (postures) will be prac-

ticed.  This class will deepen your knowledge of the 8 

limbs (ashtanga) or yoga.  
 

If practiced on a regular basis, yoga can increase well-

being, flexibility, balance and strength. 
 

Comfortable clothing and mat needed. 

Susie Citrin, instructor  
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Winter/Spring Jewish Academyð

Adult Education  

 

Torah Study with Rabbi Citrin       ðongoing   

Wednesdays, 10:15ð11:30 A.M.      
 

Introduction to Judaism with Rabbi Citrin    ð

continuing .  Sundays, 9:00ð10:00 A.M.      

through May 22, 2011  
 

 

 

 

GREENING TBE MONTHLY  

BRAINSTORM #6     By Phil Alkon 

 ñPLUG THOSE LEAKS!ò 

Turn Electric Appliances All the Way Off 

The Issue:  Many home electrical appliances continue to 

use electricity even when they are turned off!! In the aver-

age American home, the array of TVôs, DVD, video re-

corder, CD players and other appliances leak about 50 

watts of electricity each day, amounting to the production 

of over 600 lbs of CO2 per year. On a national scale, TVs 

alone consume the output of 21 large power plants, and the 

output of one large power plant even when off. 

What to Do: 

    * Identify appliances that leak the most (e.g., TVs, DVD 

recorders) and connect them into a power strip or switched 

cord. 

    * Turn off power to these appliances when not in use. 

    * When not in use, unplug and devices or appliances that  

have a block-shaped transformer on the plug, or turn off the 

power strip. 

* Buy only new appliances that have the registered Energy 

Star label. 

Materials Needed:  Extension cords or power strips with on

-off switch. 

Continued on page 10 

 



 

 

Page 9 

YOUTH GROUPS!! 
 

BEMY went ice skating in February.  Since just a couple 

kids went, TBE paid their skating fee.  See photos of 

Olivia Weinbaum and Evan Zigmond.  Thanks to Paul 

and Lisa Weinbaum for not only coming along, but get-

ting out there on ice skates too! 

 

About 18 youth and families went to see the animated 

feature film, RANGO on March 6th with Stefani and 

Sarah MIndlin.  We had a great lunch at the temple, 

then got to the Cineport 10 just in time to snag the 

front row!!!  OY! 

 

BETY 

Please contact Estes Weeks, BETY Communication Ad-
viser quanal501@aol.com updated BETY news and in-
formation. 
 

Purchase your YOUTH GROUP T-shirt.  $18 for the first 

one and $12 for all additional.  All youth shirts are $10 

for the first and $9 for each additional.  Infant/Toddler 

is $14.00.  Everyone is invited to support the Temple 

Beth-El Youth.  Find Stefani Singer to pick your size. 

 
Watch out kids!  Susan and Gary Bender, of Las  

Cruces, have donated a Foosball table for the enjoy-

ment of all!  Todah Rabah, Susan and Gary!  

  

For Youth Group information, questions or sugges-

tions 

contact Stefani Singer (BELY, BEMY) 

or Chloe Mandel celifisticuffs@gmail.com  (BETY) 

 

THE CHESED GROUP 

 

Is here for members in need of assistance due to 

Health Issues. 

Please call well in advance. 

 

CALL:   

David Zeemont at 523-0913 if you need  

transportation to a medical appointment. 

 

Sally Alkon at 524-6945 if you need  

transportation, or someone, to help shop for food. 

 

CALL:   

The temple office at 524-3380 if you cannot reach 

either of the above people. 

 

* If you are interested in being a coordinator/

helper/driver for services or temple events,  please 

call Dave Zeemont. 
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Special Offer from Hadassah  
 

In honor of the 100
th
 anniversary of the founding 

of Hadassah Purim of 1912, HADASSAH is  
offering LIFE MEMBERSHIP for just $100! 

If paid in full in the year 2011, for women and also 
for an associate membership for men. 

We hope you will take advantage of this special 
opportunity for yourself or as a gift.   

Hadassah supports Hadassah Medical  
Organization, Hadassah College in Jerusalem,  

Jewish National Fund, Young Judea including 
camps, and  

Youth Aliyah, which works with troubled  
children.  

Need more information?   

Call Diane Bass at 522-3833.  
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Call for Pick-Up or Delivery 

521-3697 

Owners:  Carrie and Ari Swartz 

Film:  òFor The Bible Tells Me Soó 

followed by panel with Rabbi Citrin 

on Religion and GLBT issues 

Wednesday, April 13th  5:30ñ8:00 P.M. 

Corbett Hall    2nd Floor    NMSU 

Greening, continued from page 8 

Payoffs: 

1.  Doing the above will lead to annual CO2 reduction of 

600 pounds from your home alone. 

2. For the TBE community as a whole, the reduction in 

our carbon footprint could amount to over 110,000 

pounds of CO2        per year!! 

LETS START REDUCING OUR CARBON FOOT-

PRINT.  ITôS THE JEWISH WAY. 

Data source: ñLow Carbon Dietò by David Gershon. Empowerment 

Institute, Woodstock, NY. 2006.  
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NMSU HILLEL UPDATE  
 

As many Temple members know, Temple Beth-El 

sponsors the Hillel chapter on the Las Cruces campus 

of New Mexico State University.  We have done so for 

many years. 

  

Activity by the Hillel chapter varies from year to year 

due primarily to the interest and leadership of the stu-

dents themselves.  

  

Hillel is represented on NMSUôs InterFaith Council by 

Rabbi Emeritus Jerry Kane.  Dr. Yosef Lapid serves as 

Hillelôs faculty liaison. This yearôs student co-leaders 

are Kevin Macklin, a junior and Sarah Mindlin, a fresh-

man.  Both of these NMSU students from Albuquerque 

have increased student involvement to a new high.  

They created an NMSU Hillel page on Facebook, 

which advertises numerous on campus and Temple ac-

tivities to identified Jewish students who have signed 

up. 

  

 

Free 10 day Israel Trip 

Give the gift of a lifetime. Sign-up your 18-26 year-old to 

join tens of thousands of others for a free, fun and adventure 

filled Israel experience. The Union for Reform Judaism, an 

official Taglit-Birthright Israel program sponsor, offers a 

free 10-day trip to Israel for all Jewish 18-26 year olds.  The  
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Feed the Hungry ðItôs a Mitzvah!

  
 

Feeding the hungry is an act of justice and righteousness.  
 

As you plan your next and subsequent visits to TBE, please 
bring a food item (cans, boxes, sealed bags) to donate to 
the local food bank.  A collection box for this purpose is 
located and will continue to be located in the temple entry 
hall.  
 

Simple acts of generosity can save lives. 

Taglit-Birthright Israel: KESHER Trip provides young adults 

with the opportunity to explore the cobblestone alleyways of 

ancient Jerusalem, camp in a Bedouin tent, experience mod-

ern Israel's vibrant nightlife, travel with new friends and con-

nect with Israel. 

To date, more than 250,000 young adults have taken advan-

tage of Taglit-Birthright Israel. Birthright inspires partici-

pants to explore their Jewish identity, to deepen engagement 

in Jewish life and to feel a personal connection to the land 

and people of Israel. 

Don't miss out on providing your 18-26 year old the opportu-

nity of a lifetime. 

To apply for the free KESHER 10-Day Taglit-Birthright Is-

rael experience visit http://www.kesherbirthright.org/.  Pref-

erence can only be given if you sign up for the KESHER trip. 

*Registration for the winter 2010-2011 KESHER programs 

opens September 14th for new applicants and September 13th 

for returning applicants. 

Join our pre-trip e-mail list to stay updated. Sign up at 

http://www.kesherbirthright.org/. 

 

 

 

Reform Judaism Think Tank  

April 10 -11, 2011 
 

The future of the North American Jewish community is being 

shaped by divergent forces unlike those we have confronted 

in the past. To address these challenges, the  

URJ, CCAR and HUC-JIR have convened a Think Tank. 

Congregations and individuals are invited to participate in 

several public forums that will impact the work of this Think 

Tank and the future of Reform Judaism.  

Future Think Tank public forums:  

¶ April 10-11, 2011 at HUC in Cincinnati 

¶ December 14-16, 2011 at the URJ Biennial in Maryland 

 

Please visit the Think Tank website at urj.org/thinktank to 

learn how you can add your voice to the discussion during 

our next meeting in April. 

 

http://www.kesherbirthright.org/
http://www.kesherbirthright.org/
http://urj.org/about/
http://ccarnet.org/
http://huc.edu/
http://urj.org/thinktank
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SUPPORT ISRAELðBUY ISRAELI  

PRODUCTS 
 

The TBE Israel Committee is attempting to bring Is-

raeli food products to Las Cruces!!!  Toucan Market is 

working with us to obtain them.   

 

If you get this Adelante before March 30th, be sure to 

help counteract a boycott by going out and purchasing 

items imported from Israel on that day.  

 

Below is a list of items they will order once we see 

which ones people would be willing to purchase.  Look 

them over, then please send your selections to the of-

fice or to Louise Feldman-Baskey or Michele Blum. 

 

Wissotzki TeaðEarl Grey, Chamomile, Lemon Rasp-

berry 

Osem Products 

 Chocolate Covered Matzo or Whole Wheat 

Matzo 

 Onion Soup Mix, Spring Vegetable Mix 

 Toasted Coconut covered Marshmallows 

 Marshmallow Twists 

EliteðMilk or Bittersweet Chocolate 

TelmaðFalafel Mix 

KinneretðFrozen Challah 

 

Todah Rabah!  

The Israel Committee 
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Reform Judaism Magazine 

The editors of Reform 

Judaism magazine are 

pleased to let you know 

about a new and valu-

able resource that has 

been created to serve 

your congregation.  

For the first time ever, 

the newly redesigned RJ 

magazine website offers 

instant access to the magazine's extensive 

back issue content by topic.  

This content--and still timely, in-depth articles 

on many other relevant topics--is now instantly 

accessible.  Go to reformjudaismmag.org and 

point your mouse onto these categories--

Strengthening Synagogues (where all of these 

stories appear), Jewish Living, Travel/World 

Reports, Spirituality, Food, or College/Youth--

on the menu bar.  You'll go to a drop-down 

menu of offerings which will provide you with 

everything you need. It's all there at reformju-

daismmag.org.  

BE THE HOST WITH THE MOST 

HOST A SINGLE OR COUPLE  

FOR THE 

FIRST NIGHT SEDER 

APRIL 18
TH

 

Call Stefani in the office  

524-3380 

http://reformjudaismmag.org/
http://reformjudaismmag.org/
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Update on Michael Kolikant 
 

Recently, Bea Klein wondered about Michael Kolikant and how he is doing in the Israeli army.  Michael made the deci-

sion to spend two years in Israel as a member of the Israeli Defense Forces.  He was accepted into the volunteer mili-

tary program and after a speech on the pulpit last September, Michael was on his way.  So here is the latest from his 

Mom, Susi: 

 

As of   the first week  in March, Michael had one more week left of basic training, then, he 

went into the òNahaló combat unit where many of the volunteers go,  and will  receive more 

training.  After  that, the real deal (gasp!).  He  was invited  to try out for the paratroopers, but  

is afraid of heights AND  flying, and even though the paratroopersõ service does not involve 

that much paratrooping any more, the recruits have to jump five times as part of the  training 

programñso, Michael, recognizing his own limitations  (and  mine!)  opted not to do this.  He  

seems  to  really  love  being there and serving although they all sound tired of basic training 

and are ready to move on  into the òrealó army.  Michael has learned a lot of   Hebrew;  heõs  

had a few tense  moments  with young  men from  former Soviet countries who are drafteesñ

not volunteersñand are definitely not happy to be in the IDF.  On the other hand, he has also 

befriended some burly Russian boys who affectionately call him òMishaó and who taught him 

how to lace up his boots, as well as made some wonderful friends from the U.S., Sweden, UK 

and Australia. 

 

If anyone is interested, you might go to http://fromusatoidf.blogspot.com/ and you can read all about their weeks in 

basic trainingñthe good and the badñthe writer of this blog is from Chicago, in the same unit with Michael and they 

have become good friends.  His blogs, for the most part are mature, very articulate and thoughtful.   

 

Michael also met two boys from Albuquerque!  Theyõve learned how to use and dismantle an M-16, how to put up a 

tent in rain and wind, how to open a tuna can with a rock, and how best to annoy their commanders without getting 

into too much trouble.  Most, if not all, of the commanders at this basic training for overseas volunteers are young 

women who apparently have no problem commanding and yelling at young men their own age or olderñitõs a bit of d®j¨ 

vu for Michael who has lived for years with two bossy and outspoken sisters. 

 

Their unit also learned that it is more rewarding to read to each other at night in their one hour of quiet time before 

lights out, rather than wait for a book to go through each personñthat is a very sweet image to me.  Michael is in the 

process of òmovingó to Kibbutz Sarid in northern Israel, for his weekends off, rather than take the long trip to his Sav-

tahõs in Tel Aviv every weekend.  At the kibbutz, he will have a room of his own, a refrigerator, and a òMomó to do his 

laundry, cook, and hopefully, love him a little bit. 

 

You  are  invited  to email Michael at m-koli@live.com, or  find  him  on Facebook.  He might be slow to reply, but  I 

know  he  would  love  to   hear  from   anybody.  Thanks   for  keeping  Michael  in  your  thoughts  and  prayers.      

 

Susi Kolikant 

 

 

Below is a link to a recent live interview with Michael on Jerusalem Post: 

http://www.jpost.com/VideoArticles/Article.aspx?id=207527 

http://fromusatoidf.blogspot.com/
mailto:m-koli@live.com
http://www.jpost.com/VideoArticles/Article.aspx?id=207527
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Torah Endowment Project 

         

 

Great Torah Teachers 
 

Saturday,  

Great Torah Teachers 

Voices of Women 

Saturday, April 2nd 

Noonñ1:30   Bring a sack lunch.  

 

 

Torah Endowment Project Donors 

 

Harry and Diane Bass 
Estelle Berger 
Barbara Berger and Dale Brown 
Arthur and Rebecca Berkson  
Burt and Ann Berkson 
Howard and Robin Cohen  
Rabbi Paul and Susie Citrin 
Dee Cook 
G Bernard Dash 
Paul Feil and Jana Weisborn 
Abraham and Amy Fiszbein 

Dr. Barry Fisher and Andrea Dresser Fisher 
Susan and Patrick Fitzgerald 
Joan Glickler  
Lois Greco 
Jeff and Cherri Hudson-Brown 
Rabbi Jerry and Cyrille Kane 
Deana Kessin  
Mel and Lila Kirschner 
Bea Klein 

Kolikant Family 

Selda Steckler 

Anna and George Silman 
Jeffrey Silman 
Jerry and Shelly Silverman  
Mark and Stefani Singer  
David and Vivian Steinborn 
Mark and Sharon Steinborn 
Peter Siegel and Hope Stevens 

Barney and Ruth Ann 
 Sugarman 
Mel and Dia Taylor 
Jordan, Abby and Alec Train 
Ivy White   zõl 
Elliott and Lisa Willman 
Marty and Janet Winkler 
Irv and Harriett Wolf 

Sherry and Al Woods 
Stuart Kelter and Leora Zeitlin 

Dell Zuckerman 
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Chuck Kuznekoff 
Yosef and Susan Lapid 
Tom and Debbie Levy 
Tom and Elizabeth Lewis-Olson  
Michael and Barbara Mandel 

Alison and Gary Mann 

Stan and Gerie Muchnikoff  
Ray, Frima and Jeff Marquez 

Susan Michelson and Bill Stein 

Allen and Eve Palanker 

Willie Pass 

Abe Pomerantz 

Leonard Pritikin 

Ethel Rabkin            

Nancy Rosen 

Marianne and Jim Rosenthal 

Burton and Vera Schwartz 

Bobbie Siegel   zõl 
Julius and Minerva Siegel  
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Consultation on Conscience  

May 1-3, 2011 

The Consultation on Conscience is the most excit-

ing Jewish social justice event in Washington! 

Featuring high-level briefings with public policy 

decision makers and social action leaders, the Con-

sultation helps those with a passion for tikkun 

olam bring Jewish values to modern issues of civil 

rights, economic and environmental justice, reli-

gious persecution and more. The Consultation on 

Conscience is Reform Judaism's flagship social 

justice conference. Join Jewish leaders and public 

policy decision makers to bring social justice in-

sight to your community!  

To register and for more information, go to  

rac.org/consultation.  

To receive the Early Registration Discount of $40, 

enter 'RAC@50' in the discount field on the regis-

tration form!   

 From the Temple Office  

 

The Judaica Shop has items for Passover.   

 

Shabbat candles are available from the Judaica 

Shop .  A 72-ct box is $8.00.  Yahrzeit candles  are 

also available at $2.00 each.  Samples are dis-

played in the Judaica Shop.  Check out the Judaica 

Shop for weekly ritual items and unique and spe-

cial gifts for all ages.         

 

Please remember to use your Albertson's Commu-

nity Cards. 

 

 

    APRIL  2011ñADAR II ñN ISAN 5771 

(575) 524-4329 
 most nights 

 P.O Box 16318 
  Las Cruces 
  NM 88004 

Tana 
Hemingway  

Editing:  

   Books, scientific papers, theses, dissertations  

Technical documents of all sorts.  

(for accuracy, continuity, organization, style 

        grammar, readability, supportability, etc.) 

If you are interested in hosting a Shabbat 
Dinner for newcomers and visitors, 

please contact  

Stefani in the temple office. 

http://rac.org/consultation
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A Middle East View continued from page 7  

 

blame squarely on Jewish settlements or on Prime Minister Netanyahuôs intransigence.  If only the settlements and 

Bibi would go away, what a just and harmonious Middle East would emerge.  Better yet, as some have stated or 

implied, if only Israel itself would quietly disappear and the Jews go back to where they really belong. 

 

            It has taken the young protestors of Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and Iran before them, to shatter that convenient 

and simplistically attractive myth.  Arab peoples and nations have indeed been victims and martyrs for decades if 

not centuries. However, they have been victimized not by others, but by their own social mores, and by the intoler-

ant, self-serving, self-perpetuating and venal leaders that have governed and misled them decades.  What societal 

values and structures have allowed the Nassers, Gadhafis, Arafats, Saddam Husseins, Assads and their ilk to domi-

nate the Middle East for so long?  The emerging, hopefully, democratic leadership, of the region will need to pon-

der this profound question. 
 

            If shattered Myth No. 1 had Israel responsible for the regionôs woes, Middle East Irony No.1 also relates to 

Israel.   As the only vibrant democracy and progressive nation embedded in the region, Israel itself could serve as 

an accessible and useful social and political model for emerging Arab democracies. Many Zionists continue to har-

bor the quixotic notion that a modern, reborn Jewish state might actually serve as a catalyst for economic, social 

and political progress in the region.  And in fact, elements of the Palestinian leadership of the West Bank are fi-

nally improving  the economic and security status of their citizens. This transformation owes a lot to substantial 

support from the West and Israel itself, and draws heavily on the Israel model (whether Arab leaders care to admit 

it or not).  In any event, it will hopefully demonstrate that Palestinian Arabs are capable of taking active responsi-

bility for their own future, rather than wallowing in Jew-hatred and Israel-bashing as their leadership has relied on 

for years. Unfortunately, Palestinian Authority President Abbas, and some of his old PLO cronies, are still failing 

to prepare his people for peace with Israel. This ñmoderateò leadership continues to push the standard party line 

among its citizens that Jews are responsible for their problems, that Jews donôt belong in the Holy Land, and that 

all of Israel really is occupied Arab Palestine.  Jews will not be allowed to live in an Arab Palestinian state, ac-

cording to Abbas, and West Bank children study geography from maps that donôt even hint at Israelôs existence. 

Hardly a pathway to peace and understanding. 
 

            Finally, to Irony No. 2.  About the only Arab population in the region that has not yet taken to the streets 

for regime change are the Arab citizens of Israel, mostly Moslems, who comprise over 15% of the countryôs popu-

lation.  Like all Israelis, theyôre aware that Israel is a far from a perfect nation, and that Israeli society is very much 

a work in progress.  However, they surely recognize that Israel is the only country in the neighborhood where they 

may vigorously and publicly voice their complaints about government, and can freely vote to peacefully replace 

local and national governments that donôt happen to like.   They also can freely and safely practice (or not) any 

religious beliefs as they choose, hardly a landmark of surrounding states in the region.   Letôs hope that a democ-

ratic, tolerant and responsible political culture is spreading to other parts of the region.      

 


