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January Shabbat Schedule 
 

Friday, January 7th      

  5:45 P.M. Shabbat Family Service  

  6:30 P.M. Dairy/Veggie Potluck dinner 

          

Saturday, January 8th          

    9:00 A.M. Talmud 

  10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush lunch 

 Parashat Bo  Exodus 10:1ñ13:16  

 Haftarah  Jeremiah 46:13ñ28   

     

Friday, January 14th       

    7:30 P.M. Birthday and Anniversary 

    Blessings 

    Shabbat TsedekñJustice 

    Shabbat 

    Panel Discussion on  

    Immigration:  òWhere We Are 

    and Where We Need To Beó 

    with Alma Maquitico, Rev. 

    Wayne Hawkins, Diane Soto 

         

Saturday, January 15th         

    9:00 A.M. Talmud 

  10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush lunch 

    Bar Mitzvah of Isaiah Romo 

    Son of Ruth Romo and David 

    Romo 

 Parashat Bõshalach Exodus 13:17ñ17:16   

 Haftarah  Judges 4:4ñ5:31   

     

Friday, January 21st            Simchat Shabbat 

    5:45 P.M.  Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

    6:30 P.M. Shabbat Dinner, Songs, Story 

    (Make your reservations by 

    January 18th) 

 

 

Saturday, January 22nd         

     9:00 A.M. Talmud 

   10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush  

Parashat Yitro  Exodus 18:1ñ20:23  

 Haftarah  Isaiah 6:1ñ7; 9:5ñ6  

 

Friday, January 28th          

    7:30 P.M. òThe Golden Ladder:  A 

    Program of Sephardi  

    Songsó with Andrea  

    Orzoff 

     

Saturday, January 29th          

    9:00 A.M. Talmud 

  10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush 

    lunch 

           Parashat Shõmot Exodus 21:1ñ24:18  

   

 Haftarah  Jeremiah 34:8ñ22;  

    33:25ñ26   

 

     

Celebrate Your Simchas!!! 

 

Each month, on the second Friday at our 7:30 P.M. 

service, Rabbi Citrin will honor and bless those 

who are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries that 

month.  There is no better place to observe a mile-

stone than TBE.  As the Psalmist said, ñThis is the 

day the Eternal One has made; let us rejoice and be 

glad on it.ò 
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Message from Rabbi Citrin 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

In recent decades, mid-January through mid-February has been designated, ñJewish 

Music Month.ò  Making you aware of this brings me to several thoughts. 

 

First, leading the singing at our worship these past three years has been a precious growth experience for me.  I 

have always loved to singðin the car, in the shower, at services.  While I carry a tune, Pavarotti I am not.  Yet 

serving as shaliach tsibbur for the musical parts of the liturgy has stretched me, and I have enjoyed the sacred 

singing.  Of course, the congregationôs enthusiastic participation and willingness to learn new melodies is tre-

mendously encouraging. 

 

This leads me to my second thought.  Abraham Joshua Heschel wrote in his Vocation of the Cantor, ñPrayer 

rises on wings of song.ò  Our worship at Beth-El could be enhanced many times over if we had more frequent 

use of instruments, and higher quality vocal leadership.  Blessedly, at the High Holy Days, we have benefitted 

and been uplifted by the leadership of Stuart Kelter and Leora Zeitlin, our volunteer choir and Terry Hicks.  

Yet, I modestly suggest to you, to the Religious Practices Committee, to the Board and to whomever will be 

my successor, Temple Beth-El requires more and better quality music.  I hope, in 2011, you will examine the 

status of music in our congregation, dream of what could be, and work toward what you envision. 

 

Finally, I am pleased to summarize what we have done of late and what is going to happen in the near term.  

The third Friday of each month is our three month old Simchat Shabbat service with a creative liturgy, led by 

three or four voices, guitar and violin.  We follow with a Shabbat dinner known for its wonderful table singing. 

 

This month, Andrea Orzoff will join me on the Bimah.  She will present a menu of Sephardi songs.  We hope 

to have her talents on the Bimah for other Shabbatot as well. 

 

The musical heritage of Judaism is as deep and significant as our literary tradition.  Jewish music tells the story 

of our calendar, our history and our contacts with other cultures.  It bespeaks the soul of our people as it 

touches each individual heart.  Thus, as Temple Beth-El embarks on a journey to deepen our musical knowl-

edge, experience and offerings, let us encourage ourselves with the words of the Psalmist, ñSing to Adonai a 

new song.ò  (Psalm 98:1) 

 

With Shir (singing) Joy, 

 

Rabbi Paul J Citrin 
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Presidentõs Message 

Our Jewish Community 
 

As I write this column, Sharon and I are on vaca-

tion in New Orleans.  This week we went to the 

National World War II Museum in part because they have a special 

exhibit; ñOurs to Fight For: American Jews in the Second World 

Warò.   

We found the exhibit quite emotional.  If I had to pick examples they 

would include the treatment of Jewish prisoners during the war, a sol-

dier that celebrated Shabbat in his foxhole by lighting a candle placed 

into a deep niche heôd dug in the side of the foxhole (so the enemy 

could not see the light) while drinking a sip of Shabbat wine his 

mother had sent him in a flask and finally an exhibit of the actual To-

rah used at the liberation of Dachau in 1945.  Most enlightening to me 

were the numerous stories told by Jewish soldiers.  In many cases 

when they talked about their travels to different cities around America 

and the World you heard a consistent theme; ñ..the Jewish Community 

takes care of their ownéò.  Jewish soldiers were invited into the homes of local Jews on Shabbat and during the 

Jewish holidays as a matter of course during the war.  
 

This is related to this monthôs column because since I became President in May of 2009 Iôve given thought from 

time to time about what Iôve learned by being your President.  I think that what Iôve gotten out of the Presidency 

that is most important to me (and completely unanticipated) is really a gift from all of you.  Itôs that same sense of 

Community our soldiers found during WWII.  The nature of the Presidency is such that over time Iôve met most of 

you and had a chance to learn about you.  Given our small size this is certainly a benefit as we have an opportunity 

to share a greater sense of community that may not always exist in a larger congregation. 
 

By now, some of you may be thinking that you simply do not share my sense of community.  I actually understand 

that since I would have felt the same way had I not joined our Board of Trustees in 2008.  All I can say is some-

thing Iôm sure my mother said to me when I was young; you get out of it what you put into it.  If you find yourself 

wanting more feel free to call on me or Rabbi Citrin.  Iôm sure we can help find ways to connect you to our com-

munity. 
 

I would like to close by thanking all of you who have made Temple Beth-El such a wonderful community and spe-

cial place in which to spend our time.  I would also like to remind you that we have an important event coming up 

this month, the Bar Mitzvah of Isaiah Romo.  Please try to make it for the service on Saturday the 15th in support of 

Isaiah and his family and friends.  I know a lot of you view a Bar Mitzvah celebration as a private family event but 

the service is and always will be very much a community event.  Please join us in ñtaking care of our ownò. 
 

Shalom, 

 

Mark Steinborn 

President ï Temple Beth-El 
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Torah Endowment Project  

         

Torah Cantillation Course 

Sundays, January 23rdñFebruary 13th 

3:00ñ5:00 P.M. 

Learn the basics of chanting Torah 

 and reading trope with Stuart Kelter 

$18.00 per person 

Please register no later than January 18th  

by calling Stefani at 524-3380 
 

Save the Date:  Saturday, February 5th 

Great Torah Teachers LunchñNoon-2:00 P.M. 

òRashiñParlez-vous Torah?ó 

with Rabbi Citrin 
 

Torah Endowment Project Donors 

TBE to Hold Discussion and 

Film Screening to Raise Aware-

ness of Bullying and Homosexu-

ality  

On Erev Yom Kippur, Rabbi Citrin encouraged 

the Temple to become a "Welcoming Congrega-

tion" for lesbians, gays, bisexuals and transgen-

dered people. Around the same time, the Union 

for Reform Judaism identified bullying as a ma-

jor topic for discussion and study this year, with a 

particular emphasis on homophobic bullying. 

With the recent suicides of several gay  

teenagers around the country as a result of  

severe homophobic bullying, the issue has beome  

e v e n  m o r e  u r g e n t . 

  

A small committee at TBE is organizing several 

events to raise awareness of these issues and fa-

cilitate discussion toward becoming a Welcom-

ing Congregation (or a "Kehillah Mekabelet"). 

On Saturday, February 12th at 7 p.m. following 

Havdalah,  Temple Beth El will host a screening 

of the 2001 documentary film "Trembling Before 

God." The film explores the lives of lesbian and 

gay Jews in the Orthodox community, and will 

be followed by a discussion. We invite all of the 

c o m m u n i t y  t o  j o i n  u s . 

  

Patrick Quinn, Dan Tapper & Leora Zeitlin 

( " T h e  W e l c o m i n g  C o n g r e g a t i o n "  

committee) 

Harry and Diane Bass 
Estelle Berger 
Barbara Berger and Dale Brown 
Burt and Ann Berkson 
Howard and Robin Cohen  
Rabbi Paul and Susie Citrin 
Dee Cook 
G Bernard Dash 
Paul Feil and Jana Weisborn 
Dr. Barry Fisher and Andrea 
 Dresser Fisher 
Susan and Patrick Fitzgerald 
Joan Glickler  
Lois Greco 
Jeff and Cherri Hudson-Brown 
Rabbi Jerry and Cyrille Kane 
Deana Kessin  
Mel and Lila Kirschner 
Kolikant Family 
Chuck Kuznekoff 
Yosef and Susan Lapid 
Tom and Debbie Levy 
Tom and Elizabeth Lewis-Olson  
Stan and Gerie Muchnikoff  
Ray, Frima and Jeff Marquez 
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 Susan Michelson and Bill Stein 
Allen and Eve Palanker 
Willie Pass 
Abe Pomerantz 
Leonard Pritikin 
Ethel Rabkin            
Nancy Rosen 
Marianne and Jim Rosenthal 
Bobbie Siegel   zõl 
Julius and Minerva Siegel  
Anna and George Silman 
Jeffrey Silman 
Jerry and Shelly Silverman  
Mark and Stefani Singer  
David and Vivian Steinborn 
Mark and Sharon Steinborn 
Barney and Ruth Ann 
 Sugarman 
Mel and Dia Taylor 
Jordan, Abby and Alec Train 
Ivy White   zõl 
Elliott and Lisa Willman 
Marty and Janet Winkler 
Sherry and Al Woods 
Dell Zuckerman 
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TBE Religious School News 

 

Our Temple Beth-El Religious School is approaching the 

half way point for our academic year.  Our Religious 

School resumes with Hebrew on Wednesday, January 5, 

2011 and Sunday Religious School starts on January 9.  We 

will not have Religious School on Sunday, January 16 

(MLK Day).  On Sunday, January 23, we will be planning 

to celebrate Tu bôShevat.   

 

We had exciting activities for December.  I would like to 

thank all the parents and staff who helped to make our De-

cember Family Shabbat service and potluck dinner such a 

success.  We thank Carrie and Ari Swartz for donating the 

great tasting pizzas from Foxôs Pizza for our Pajamakah on 

December 1.  We had a lot of fun activities and six students 

who stayed overnight. 

 

Although we still are experiencing the chill of winter, 

spring and Passover will be here soon.  That means it is 

time for the Religious Schoolôs annual Bartonôs/Miss 

Chocolate Passover candy sale.  Not only is this delicious 

project a service to our community in providing a wide se-

lection of kosher-for-Passover sweets, it is a wonderful 

fund raiser for our Religious School.  Please refer to the 

enclosed order form to see what tempts you.  Make sure to 

return the form to Temple Beth-El by Sunday, February 27.      

As always, you may contact me by phone or email with any 

comments, questions, concerns, or suggestions regarding 

our religious school. 

 

Happy New Year to all. 

 

William (Bill) Stein, Principal, Temple Beth-El Religious 

School, 575-373-8027, starman@tbelc.org  
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Monthly Shabbat  Dinner 
 

Simchat Shabbat, the joy of Shabbat, comes not only 

from prayer and study, but especially from sharing a 

Sabbath meal with song and conversation.  To further 

immerse ourselves in Simchat Shabbat, the third Friday 

of each month will feature a Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

at 5:45 P.M. followed by a Shabbat dinner at 6:30 P.M.  

We are aiming to build on our congregational qualities 

of warmth, community and celebration. 
 

Here are the dates of our Simchat Shabbat evenings to 

mark on your calendars: 

1/21, 2/18, 5/20 and 6/17.   

   (We are omitting March and April due to the prox-

imity of Purim and Pesach). 
 

The cost of the dinner will be $12 per person, $7 for 

children 6-10, children under 6 free.  A Vegetarian alter-

native is available. 
 

To avoid doing business on Shabbat and to get a com-

mitted number of reservations, you need to sign up and 

pay in advance, no later than three days before the Shab-

bat. 

 
 

 

Sign Up Form 
 

Simchat Shabbat Monthly DinnerðJanuary 21st   

 

Name ________________________________  

 

Phone  ________________________________ 

  

 # of  Adults  _________    
 

 

 # of Children 6-10 _________ 
 

 # Children Under 5  _________ 
 

 # of Vegetarian Meals _________ 
 

 Total enclosed $ _________ 
 

$12 per person    $7 for children 6-10.  Kids 5 and under 

free. 
 

Please return this reservation with your check made 

out to TBE no later than January 17th 
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Fall Jewish AcademyðAdult Education 
 

Torah Studyð with Rabbi Citrin 

 

Wednesdays, 10:15ð11:30 A.M. ðongoing   

 

I ntroduction to Judaism 

 

Sundays, 9:00ð10:00 A.M.  -January 9thðMay 22, 2011  

 

If you would like to delve into the essential beliefs, prac-

tices, history and philosophies of the Jewish heritage, this 

is the course for you.  It meets on Sundays, but itôs not 

ñSunday School.ò  The course is for Jews who want to 

know more about the tradition, for prospective converts 

and for non-Jews interested in Jewish life. 

 

Class fee: $36  per person    

Book Fee: $60  (couples may share one set of books) 

Call Stefani to enroll by December 22nd. 

 

 

Talmud Study is conducted each Shabbat morning, 

9:00ð10:00 A.M.  You donôt have to be a scholar.  

Come, learn and discuss.  Enjoy breakfast too! 

 

Call the temple to register.  No registration is necessary 

for Torah or Talmud Study. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE CHESED GROUP 

 

Is here for members in need of assistance due to 

Health Issues. 

Please call well in advance. 

 

CALL:   

David Zeemont at 523-0913 if you need  

transportation to a medical appointment. 

 

Sally Alkon at 524-6945 if you need  

transportation, or someone, to help shop for food. 

 

CALL:   

The temple office at 524-3380 if you cannot reach 

either of the above people. 

 

* If you are interested in being a coordinator/

helper/driver for services or temple events,  please 

call Dave Zeemont. 

Shabbat Monthly Dinner 

Friday, January 21st  

Service at 5:45 P.M. 

Catered Dinner at 6:30 P.M. 

with blessings, songs and stories 

 

Sign up form in this newsletter 
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YOUTH GROUPS!! 

 

On Sunday, January 30th, 2011, BELY  will stay at the temple follow-

ing Religious School for a fun Arts and Crafts Day and a yummy 

Macôn Cheese Lunch.  Watch for a flyer coming home with your kids 

this month. 

 

BEMY will meet again in February.  Be thinking about what you 

would like to do! 

 

Please contact Estes Weeks, BETY Communication Adviser qua-

nal501@aol.com  for updated BETY  news and information. 

 

Order your YOUTH GROUP T-shirt.  $18 for the first one and $12 for 

each additional.  Everyone is invited to support the Beth-El Youth.  

Order forms are located in the foyer or ask Hayley Katz or Stefani 

Singer for one. 

 

For Youth Group information, questions or suggestions 

contact Stefani Singer (BELY, BEMY) 

or Hayley Katz (BETY) hayleybkatz@gmail.com 

   JANUARY  2011ñTEVETñSHEVAT   5771 

What fun we had at the new Las Cruces In-

door Aquatic Center on Saturday, November 

20th!  Ezekiel Swartz, Veronica Bruder, 

Elizabeth and Claire Silberman had a blast 

going down the water slide, floating in the 

Lazy River and eating a pizza lunch.  We 

even ran into Evan Bronstein!  Thanks to 

Mark Singer for hanging out in the lobby 

with all our stuff.  Thanks to Foxôs Pizza for 

providing all the pizza they could eat! 

mailto:quanal501@aol.com
mailto:quanal501@aol.com
mailto:hayleybkatz@gmail.com
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From the Temple Office 
 

If you are interested in hosting a Shabbat Dinner for new-

comers and visitors, please contact Stefani in the temple 

office for more information. 

 

Thanks to Sherry Woods, Sally Alkon, Jane Grider and 

Terry Hicks for pitching in once again to help with get-

ting the Adelante out before Thanksgiving!  Once again, 

thanks to Joel and Ellen Weiss for stepping in and help-

ing with a special congregational mailing. 

 

Ari and Carrie Swartz are the proprietors of Foxôs Pizza 

Den at 115 Roadrunner Parkway.  They provide pizza for 

many temple events throughout the year at no cost to the 

temple.  When you elect to get pizza for yourself or your 

family, please show your appreciation of Ari and Carrie 

by ordering from Foxôs Pizza Den.  Stop in or call 521-

3697.  They deliver! 

 

Shabbat candles are now available from the Judaica 

Shop.  Please call ahead.  A 72-ct box is $10.00.  Yahr-

zeit candles are also available, with your choice of glass 

or metal holders.  They are $3.00 each.  Samples are dis-

played in the Judaica Shop.  Check out the Judaica Shop 

for weekly ritual items and unique and special gifts for all 

ages. 
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Special Offer from Hadassah  

 

In honor of the 100
th
 anniversary of the founding 

of Hadassah Purim of 1912, HADASSAH is  
offering LIFE MEMBERSHIP for just $100! 

If paid in full in the year 2011, for women and 
also for an associate membership for men. 

We hope you will take advantage of this special 
opportunity for yourself or as a gift.   

Hadassah supports Hadassah Medical  
Organization, Hadassah College in Jerusalem,  

Jewish National Fund, Young Judea including 
camps, and  

Youth Aliyah, which works with troubled  
children.  

Need more information?  Call Diane Bass at 

522-3833.  

Chanukah was festive and exciting!  Around 80 congre-

gants attended the Family Shabbat and Chanukah service 

and Potluck Dinner.  Afterward, several kids and their 

families stayed around for games and fun, while six kids 

stayed all night.  There were games and presents, a movie 

and popcorn, and fruit, cereal and fried matzah for break-

fast.  Thanks to Andrea Orzoff for staying all night with 

Sarah Mindlin, Stefani and Mark Singer.  Thanks to Sarah 

for leading the games and making the night crazy and fun 

for all the kids! 

BETY Fundraiser a Great Success 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our  

Chanukah dinner and silent auction on December 6.  

We would once again like to thank: 
  

David Steinborn 

Yosef Lapid 

Diane Weeks 

Gerie Muchnikoff 

Lisa and Elliot Willman 

Rabbi Paul Citrin 

Eric Zameret 

Jane Grider 

Tana Hemingway 

Nancy Rosen 

Klin Maling 

Terri Sugarman 

Boba Cafe 

Ristramnn Chile Co. 
  

for donating to the auction.  With your help, we raised 

$725 for charity, going to La Casa Inc. and Invisible 

Children. 


