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A Monthly Publication for Temple Beth-El, Las Cruces, New Mexico 

 

Join Us for Scholar-In-Residence 

with  

Rabbi Susan Laemmle, Ph.D. 
 

March 11th and 12th 

“Words and Worlds:  Texts That Make a Difference” 
 

Friday, March 11th     7:30 P.M. 

“Torah Study and Other Jewish Values:   

How a Mishna Text Still Speaks To Us” 
 

Saturday, March 12th at the 10:15 A.M. Service 

“Psalms and Chocolate:  Mining the Tradition 

During Hard and Happy Times” 

 

Saturday Evening, March 12th    7:00 P.M. 

Havdalah, Dessert and Study Session 

“Listening To Contemporary Voices:  Jewish Fiction 

and Poetry That Enlarge Our Understanding” 
 

“Whoever does not increase knowledge, decreases it!” 

                                                                        (Hillel)  

Come, Study, Enjoy!!! 
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March Shabbat Schedule 
 

Friday, March 4th        

  5:45 P.M. Shabbat Family Service  

  6:30 P.M. Dairy/Veggie Potluck dinner 

       

Saturday, March 5th            

    9:00 A.M. Talmud 

  10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush lunch 

     Noonñ1:30 P.M.       Great Torah Teachers 

    Maimonides:  A Second  

    Iteration of Torah 

 Parashat Pekudei Exodus 38:21ñ40:38  

 Haftarah  II Kings 12:5ñ16    

     

Friday, March 11th         

    7:30 P.M. Birthday and Anniversary 

    Blessings 

    Guest Scholar:  Rabbi Susan 

    Laemmle, Ph.D. 

        

Saturday, March 12th          

    9:00 A.M. Talmud 

  10:15 A.M. ServiceñGuest Teacher, 

    Rabbi Laemmle 

    7:00 P.M. Havdalah, Dessert & Study 

    Session with Rabbi Laemmle 

 Parashat Vayikra Leviticus 1:1ñ5:26    

 Haftarah  Isaiah 43:21ñ44:23     

     

Friday, March 18th        (no Shabbat Dinner) 

    7:30 P.M. Rabbi Citrin will speak on 

    òJews in The Moslem Worldó

  

Saturday, March 19th          

     9:00 A.M. Talmud 

   10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush  

       5:30 P.M. Purim Carnival, Games, Pizza 

    Dinner 

     6:00 P.M. Megillah Reading and Shpiel 

 

Parashat Tsav  Leviticus 6:1ñ8:36 &  

   Deuteronomy  25:17ñ19   

 Haftarah  I Samuel 15:2ñ34    

   

 

Friday, March 25th           

 7:30 P.M. Rabbi Citrin will speak on 

   òJewish Responses To   

     Life Changesó 

        

Saturday, March 26th  

 9:00 A.M. Talmud 

 10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush lunch 

 Parashat Shõmini Leviticus 9:1ñ11:47    

 Haftarah  Ezekiel 36:22ñ36     

 

   

Celebrate Your Simchas!!! 
 

Each month, on the second Friday at our 7:30 P.M. 

service, Rabbi Citrin will honor and bless those who 

are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries that month.  

There is no better place to observe a milestone than 

TBE.  As the Psalmist said, ñThis is the day the Eter-

nal One has made; let us rejoice and be glad on it.ò 
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Message from Rabbi Citrin 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

One of the significant religious advances Judaism made beyond pagan religion was to 

give up the notion of theurgy.  Theurgy is the belief that we can move God (or the gods) 

to do our will by reciting incantations and by performing prescribed magical acts.  Juda-

ism teaches that, while humans are Godôs partners in shaping the world, God is beyond any human manipula-

tion.  Questioning Godôs justice or demanding God comply with divinely-grounded morality are clearly en-

couraged by Scripture.  Bending the deity to our will and our needs is not possible.  Only prayer and righteous 

living give us a platform for our hope-filled petitions.  

 

This consideration raises the question of how to think about our Mi Shôbeirach prayer for those who are ill.  

We can agree that the prayer for healing is not an incantation, but a petition.  Five elements come to mind 

about the significance and purpose of the Mi Shôbeirach. 

 

1. This prayer reminds us that the Eternal One is the ground of all being, the source 

of life  and its  renewal.  The  recitation of  the Mi Shôbeirach is a recognition and 

thanksgiving for healing power within each of us and for the help of our physicians. 

2. We understand that renewal of life and health is species-wide and universal, but limited for each finite 

individual.  Reciting the prayer is less about seeking miracles than expressing hope while recognizing 

our limited nature. 

3. A public mention of the names of those who are ill is a strong expression of how valued and precious 

are those individuals to us.  It allows others to become aware of our worry and concern, and to express 

words of support. 

4. Mi Shôbeirach reminds us as a group that our community must be a well of caring, concern and sup-

port.  As we gather in the synagogue, we are not merely an aggregate of individuals with only personal 

concerns.  We are a microcosm of the Jewish people.  We, together, are the tree which feeds and sus-

tains the individual leaves with strength, love and hope. 

5. The synagogue is the place where we affirm Jewish moral and spiritual values. Those values outlive 

any individual.  Yet, in a sense, they give immortality to any and all who have spent their lives pursu-

ing deeds and thoughts which make life holy.  Mi Shôbeirach connects the ill and the worshipers to Ju-

daism, the reservoir of eternal life. 

 

Mi Shôbeirach is of emotional and spiritual value to both those who recite it and to the ill.  Yet, it is not a 

magical incantation.  To have the name of a loved one read when you are not personally in the synagogue is 

not congruent with its meaning and purpose.  (The same is true for saying Kaddish at Yahrzeit).  Thus, I en-

courage you to be present to recite the name of an ill friend or family member.  Your presence rather than your 

proxy is truly what makes prayer ascend as a heartfelt offering. 

 

LôShalom 

Rabbi Paul J Citrin 
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President’s Message  
Expanding Our Temple Programs 

 
A number of recent and seemingly unrelated events occurred in the past few months which are 

the genesis of this monthôs column.  First, I was contacted recently by a prospective new mem-

ber for some information about the temple.  The couple in question is retiring here to Las Cru-

ces, possibly in 2011.   Second, our membership made it clear in 2010 through our Future Planning exercise that 

they would like Temple Beth-El to offer more ñCommunity Centerò types of activities in the future.  Finally, as you 

know, I spent a fair amount of time with Rabbi Goldwasser while he was in town and he shared with me how im-

pressed he was with all the Templeôs activities, and how active all of you are in these activities, and in particular 

our educational offerings.  
 

All this led me to research best cities in which to retire as all the ñbaby boomersò like me are nearing retirement 

age.  Sure enough, AARP lists Las Cruces as number three, Greatplacestoretire.com (warm and dry listings) shows 

Las Cruces as number one and topretirements.com shows us at number 40.  The list goes on but clearly Las Cruces 

is high on everyoneôs retirement list and therefore if you are Jewish and retiring to Las Cruces then Temple Beth-El 

may well be your Synagogue of choice when you move here. 
 

I view this as a pretty exciting opportunity for us to expand our membership and offerings but itôs one in which we 

are not fully prepared to realize our potential.  We need to do a much better job of providing activities for members 

of all ages as these activities not only enrich those who live in our community but also form a draw to retirees and 

other unaffiliated Jewish families living in Las Cruces (the retiree in question specifically chose Las Cruces over 

other Southern cities because of Temple Beth-El).  Essentially, over time we are striving to have Temple Beth-El 

become as much of a destination during the week as it is on weekends. 
 

Whatôs missing are some of your ideas and your leadership in helping us make it happen.  Many of the programs 

we choose to offer cost us nothing and come from your life experiences.  Are you good at Bridge?  Teach a class on 

it.  If you have an idea for a program, come forward and discuss it with us. 
 

Not everything is free, however.  As you may recall, the Torah Endowment Fund was created in part to provide an 

endowment for the future benefit of the congregation.  In fact, we had in mind an expansion of temple programs 

when we created the endowment.  To date, about one-third of the members have made contributions to the fund 

(and many of you have contributed more than once).  Contributions now total close to $60,000.  As you know the 

costs associated with projects like the new Torah are paid for by these donations.  At this point, 100% of each con-

tribution goes toward the endowment which will fund our future programs.  My personal goal is to see 100% of the 

congregation contributing to this fund.  Please find it within you to help us reach our 100% goal by mid-May.  Re-

member we complete and dedicate our new Torah on May 15th.  Join us in helping Temple Beth-El thrive and grow 

towards the future. 

 

Shalom, 

 

Mark Steinborn 

President ï Temple Beth-El 
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Torah Endowment Project 

         

 

Great Torah Teachers 
 

Saturday, March 5th 

Great Torah Teachers 

Maimonides:  A Second Iteration of Torah 

Noonñ1:30   Bring a sack lunch.  

 

 

Torah Endowment Project Donors 

 

Harry and Diane Bass 
Estelle Berger 
Barbara Berger and Dale Brown 
Arthur and Rebecca Berkson  
Burt and Ann Berkson 
Jamie Bronstein and Mike Zigmond 

Howard and Robin Cohen  
Rabbi Paul and Susie Citrin 
Dee Cook 
G Bernard Dash 
Paul Feil and Jana Weisborn 
Dr. Barry Fisher and Andrea Dresser Fisher 
Susan and Patrick Fitzgerald 
Joan Glickler  
Lois Greco 
Jeff and Cherri Hudson-Brown 
Rabbi Jerry and Cyrille Kane 
Deana Kessin  
Mel and Lila Kirschner 
 

Peter Siegel and Hope Stevens 

Anna and George Silman 
Jeffrey Silman 
Jerry and Shelly Silverman  
Mark and Stefani Singer  
David and Vivian Steinborn 
Mark and Sharon Steinborn 
Peter Siegel and Hope Stevens 

Barney and Ruth Ann 
 Sugarman 
Mel and Dia Taylor 
Jordan, Abby and Alec Train 
Ivy White   zõl 
Elliott and Lisa Willman 
Marty and Janet Winkler 
Irv and Harriett Wolf 

Sherry and Al Woods 
Stuart Kelter and Leora Zeitlin 

Dell Zuckerman 
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Kolikant Family 

Chuck Kuznekoff 

Yosef and Susan Lapid 

Tom and Debbie Levy 

Tom and Elizabeth Lewis-Olson  

Alison and Gary Mann 

Stan and Gerie Muchnikoff  
Ray, Frima and Jeff Marquez 

Susan Michelson and Bill Stein 
Allen and Eve Palanker 
Willie Pass 
Abe Pomerantz 
Leonard Pritikin 
Ethel Rabkin            
Nancy Rosen 
Marianne and Jim Rosenthal 
Bobbie Siegel   zõl 
Julius and Minerva Siegel  
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 TBE Religious School News 

 

Since the Jewish calendar is based on the lunar cycle, every 

few years we need to add an extra month in order to synchro-

nize the calendar with the seasons.  This year, 5771, we add 

the month Adar II.  Consequently, we are approaching a new 

set of Jewish Holidays for March and April.  We celebrate 

Purim and reading of the megillah on the 19th of March (fast 

of Esther ï 13 Adar II) and 20th of March (festival ï 15 Adar 

II).  The Festival of Purim derives its name from the word for 

lot (Pur for the casting of lots). Since we will not have Reli-

gious School on Sunday, 20 March, the BETY Purim Carni-

val will be on Saturday, March 19.  Also, since the NMSU 

spring break occurs during this week, we will not have He-

brew School on Wednesday, March 23.  One of the activities 

the students will do around Purim is to fill baskets with fruit 

and other goodies as part of the ñmishloah manotò tradition ï 

the sending of portions.  The religious school families will be 

delivering the baskets to selected members of the congrega-

tion.  With the conclusion of Purim, our religious school stud-

ies continue as we prepare for Passover, which begins on 

April 18. 

As always, you may contact me by phone or email with any 

comments, questions, concerns, or suggestions regarding our 

religious school. 

William (Bill) Stein, Principal, Temple Beth-El Religious 

School, 575-373-8027, starman@tbelc.org  

New TBE Israel Committee is On the Move!! 

 Thanks to the initiative of Rabbi Citrin and some of your 

fellow congregants, TBE now has an official Israel Commit-

tee, formally approved by our Board at its January meeting. 

The formation of this committee reflects a long-standing need 

felt among  us to address  some of the critical and even exis-

tential challenges that continue to face Israel since itôs foun-

dation over 60 years ago, and that have even amplified in re-

cent years.  We strongly believe that TBE, in concert with 

other concerned elements of American Jewish society, needs 

to take a  rigorous, forthright role in promoting Israelôs sur-

vival, welfare and democratic character.  If you wish to ac-

tively participate in this mission, please join us.  Our first of-

ficial meeting was held on Jan. 20th; and the next will be on 

Tuesday, Feb. 22nd, at 5:30 p.m., in the TBE Social Hall. 

The Israel Committee has identified six action areas that we 

intend to actively pursue in the immediate future, as follows: 

1.  Promoting the sale of Israeli products at local markets and 

groceries   

2.  Informing the TBE community of Israel-related issues and 

activities, and promoting community participation 

3.  Creating an outreach speakersô program to spread the Is-

rael message to the wider Las Cruces community. 

4.  Communicating with media and political representatives 

5.  Addressing issues of civil liberty and religious freedom in      

 Israel 

6.  Developing a tzedakah information and support program. 

Committee members are already contacting markets, prepar-

ing Adelente articles, preparing a newspaper article, and lay-

ing the groundwork for other activities described above.  The 

ultimate success of the Committee, however, will be meas-

ured by the extent to which the TBE community as a whole  

recognizes its responsibilities for Israelôs well-being and acts 

to fulfill that responsibility. 

Present Israel Committee members are: Phil Alkon, Lucien 

Baltuch, Frank Baskey, Louise Baskey, Joe Bell, Michelle 

Blum, Rabbi Paul Citrin,  Al Woods, Sherry Woods, Erich 

Zameret. 

P h i l  A l ko n   ( Ac t i n g  Ch a i r ) :  5 2 4 -6 9 4 5 ;  

philipalkon@gmail.com 
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(575) 524-4329 
 most nights 

 P.O Box 16318 
  Las Cruces 
  NM 88004 

Tana 
Hemingway  

Editing:  

   Books, scientific papers, theses, dissertations  

Technical documents of all sorts.  

(for accuracy, continuity, organization, style 

        grammar, readability, supportability, etc.) 

mailto:starman@tbelc.org
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Rabbi Susan Laemmle, Ph.D.  

To Be Scholar -In-Residence  
 

Rabbi Susan Laemmle has served as editor of the CCAR Journal:  a  Reform 
Jewish  Quarterly  since August 2008, the point at which she retired from full-time 
work.  She held the position of Dean of Religious Life at the University of South-
ern California from 1996-2008, and now bears the title Dean of Religious Life 
Emeritus.  Although USC previously had a university chaplain, Rabbi Laemmle 

was the first person to fill the Dean of Religious Life position.  She came to that role after serving as Di-
rector of the Hillel Jewish Center at USC and before that, as the Hillel Director for Valley and Pierce Com-
munity Colleges. 
 

As editor of the CCAR Journal, Rabbi Laemmle works with an editorial board of Reform rabbis to set pol-
icy, review submissions, and plan the publishing calendar for what is the premier publication of the Cen-
tral Conference of American Rabbis and an important voice within the Reform Movement, indeed within 
the Jewish world overall.  The first woman to fill this important volunteer position, Susan Laemmle calls 
upon her rabbinic, academic, literary, and administrative experience in relating to a wide range of people, 
procedures, and topics. 
 

In her years at USC, Rabbi Laemmle contributed to the increased flourishing and diversity of campus reli-
gious life, both in terms of particular spiritual/philosophic traditions and in terms of interfaith learning.  Re-
porting to the Provost, she played a meaningful role in responding to and planning for crises and emer-
gencies, as well as in the overall ceremonial and communal life of the university.  Additionally, she taught 
several freshman seminars, modern drama, and an innovative General Education course entitled Litera-
ture & the Choosing Self.  In Fall 2001, Rabbi Laemmle brought to USC the What Matters to Me & Why 
program that had been created at Princeton in the 1980s.  Her decision to create a strong, independent 
student committee to run WMMW turned it into a signature campus program, probably the best of its sort 
in the nation.  Upon announcing her retirement, Rabbi Laemmle was asked by the student committee to 
deliver her own talk in this series, following upon many respected and beloved USC professors. 
 

Rabbi Laemmle was ordained by the Hebrew Union CollegeðJewish Institute of Religious, New York 
School, in 1987.  Her prior education focused on English Literature, in which she holds a Ph.D. from 
UCLA, a M.A. from Columbia University and a B.A. (Summa Cum Laude) from USC.  Before becoming a 
rabbi, Susan Laemmle taught English on the high school, community college, and university levels; along 
with Professor Richard Lanham, she founded and taught in the influential UCLA Writing Programs.  She 
lived in Israel from 1989ð1992, working at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Kibbutz Yahel, and the 
National Council for the Child.  She is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Kappa Phi honorary socie-
ties, the Modern Language Association, the Board of Rabbis of Southern California, the Central Confer-
ence of American Rabbis, the Advisory Council to the Office of Religious Life at Princeton University, and 
the Education Cabinet of Pressman Academy at Temple Beth Am in Los Angeles. 
 

Rabbi Laemmle has written and spoken widely about religion in higher education, both within and beyond 
the Jewish community.  She enjoys bringing together her Israel background, Jewish education, and liter-
ary training by teaching modern Israeli and American-Jewish literature.  She also enjoys helping people 
include literary works, especially poetry, in liturgical settings.  Rabbi Susan Laemmle lives in the Carthay 
Circle neighborhood of Los Angeles with her husband John Antignas.  They are the parents of four grown 
children and two grandchildren.                             
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Call for Jewish Artists for the  

Southwest Jewish Art Festival 
 

Arts and crafts sought for juried Exhibition and Sale 

Sunday, June 12, 2011, 3-7pm, hosted by Temple Beth 

El, Las Cruces NM.  Open to Jewish artists from New 

Mexico and the El Paso, TX area (60 mile radius).  Me-

dia required are painting, sculpture, printmaking, ceram-

ics, fiber arts, and jewelry. Entry forms located at 

www.tbelc.org or Temple Beth El, Sonoma Springs Rd 

in Las Cruces NM.  Submissions are free and should be 

postmarked no later than Friday April 16, 2011. 

 
 

YOUTH GROUPS!! 

BETY will be sponsoring and running the Purim Carni-

val and Pizza Dinner on Saturday, March 19th.  The fun 

begins at 5:30 P.M.  Everyone is invited! 

 

Order your YOUTH GROUP T-shirt.  $18 for the first 

one and $12 for each additional shirt.  All youth shirts 

are $10 for the first and $9 for each additional shirt.  In-

fant/Toddler shirts are $14.00.  Everyone is invited to 

support Temple Beth-El Youth.  Order forms are located 

in the foyer or contact Stefani Singer. 

 

BELY and BEMY and all youth and families are invited 

to join together and see the new animated feature, 

RANGO, starring the voice of Johnny Depp, on Sunday, 

March 6th, right after Sunday School.  At the time of the 

publication of the Adelante, I do not know what time the 

movie will start, but bring a sack lunch and we will eat, 

then hit the theater in time for the earliest showing we 

can get to.  Come to the Friday night Family Service and 

Potluck dinner for up-to-the-minute information on the 

Sunday show time. 

Please contact Estes Weeks, BETY Communication 

Adviser quanal501@aol.com for updated BETY news 

and information. 

 

For Youth Group information, questions or suggestions 

contact Stefani Singer (BELY, BEMY) or 

Chloe Mandel celifisticuffs@gmail.com  (BETY) 

 

 

THE CHESED GROUP 

 

Is here for members in need of assistance due to 

Health Issues. 

Please call well in advance. 

 

CALL:   

David Zeemont at 523-0913 if you need  

transportation to a medical appointment. 

 

Sally Alkon at 524-6945 if you need  

transportation, or someone, to help shop for food. 

 

CALL:   

The temple office at 524-3380 if you cannot reach 

either of the above people. 

 

* If you are interested in being a coordinator/

helper/driver for services or temple events,  please 

call Dave Zeemont. 
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The Temple Beth-El  

Weekly Eblast is now available on the 
Temple  

Website at: 

www.tbelc.org 

http://www.tbelc.org/
mailto:quanal501@aol.com
mailto:celifisticuffs@gmail.com
http://www.tbelc.org
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SECOND SEDER IS APRIL 19th! 

Make Your Reservation Now 

COST:  $21.00 per person   $12.00 for children under age 10 
 

 Name of Family ___________________________  Phone #________________ 

 

# Adult Dinners _____ # Vegetarian dinners ____ 

 

 # Children Dinners ____ # Vegetarian dinners ____ 

 

Reservations and checks must be submitted to the Temple Office  

no later than April 12th. 

 

Please see Rabbi Citrin if you would like to participate, but require partial or full hosting. 

Seder begins at 5:45 P.M. 

 

Cut Here 
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MAH JONGMAH JONGMAH JONG   
As part of its Community Life programming, TBE mem-

ber Alison Mann will be teaching Mah Jongg,(New York 

or Jewish version),  the game that began in the 1920ôs and  

that the New York Times states is having its resurgence all 

over the country. Lessons will begin in February, and will 

take place at the Temple. The time and day will depend on 

the learners; cost for the series of 6 lessons will be $18.00  

(for the Temple),  and all members of the Las Cruces  

community are invited to learn. If you are interested, 

please email Alison at alimd4@comcast.net with your 

preferences of day and time. Each lesson is two hours in 

length. ( A 2011  MJ card from the National Mah Jongg 

League will eventually need to be purchased for  $7.00) 

Class will be limited to 10 students, and will meet only if 

there are 5 or more learners. 

Special Offer from Hadassah  
 

In honor of the 100
th
 anniversary of the founding 

of Hadassah Purim of 1912, HADASSAH is  
offering LIFE MEMBERSHIP for just $100! 

If paid in full in the year 2011, for women and also 
for an associate membership for men. 

We hope you will take advantage of this special 
opportunity for yourself or as a gift.   

Hadassah supports Hadassah Medical  
Organization, Hadassah College in Jerusalem,  

Jewish National Fund, Young Judea including 
camps, and  

Youth Aliyah, which works with troubled  
children.  

Need more information?   

Call Diane Bass at 522-3833.  
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Isaac Bashevis Singer  

Rabbi Kane will resume his course on IB Singer  

Starting Wednesday, March 23rd and going for four 

weeks.  

Time:  11:45 A.M. ð1:00 P.M. 

Bring a sack lunch.  

 

Call for Pick-Up or Delivery 

521-3697 

Owners:  Carrie and Ari Swartz 

mailto:alimd4@comcast.net
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GREENING TBE MONTHLY BRAINSTORM 

#5 

By Phil Alkon 
 

 

BETTER WEAR A SWEATER 

MANAGING YOUR THERMOSTAT 
 

The Issue     Your home heating bill accounts for over a 

quarter of your annual energy bill, and many people over-

heat their homes.  In colder climates (including Las Cruces 

in the winter of 2010-11!!!), home heating may generate 

well over 8,000 pounds of CO2  each year.  You can turn 

down your thermostat a few degrees, save a lot of money, 

and still live very comfortably. 

HERE’S HOW 

¶ During daytime, with people at home, set your thermo-

stat to ñsweaterò mode, i.e., 65o-68oF. 

¶ When everyone is out of the house, set your thermostat 

to 55o-58oF. 

¶ Before going to bed, set your thermostat to 55o-58oF. 

Installing a programmable thermostat can reduce your heat-

ing bill by as much as 20%. 

PAYOFFS 

 1.  Changing your thermostat habits according to the 

easy to follow 65o-68o and 55o-58o schedule, above, can lead 

to an annual CO2  reduction of 1,400 pounds in your home 

alone. 

 2.  For the TBE community as a whole, the reduc-

tion in our carbon footprint could amount to over 250,000 

pounds of CO2 per year!! 
 

LETS START REDUCING OUR CARBON FOOT-

PRINT.  IT’S THE JEWISH WAY. 
 

Data source: “Low Carbon Diet” by David Gershon. 

Empowerment Institute, Woodstock, NY. 12006.  
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 TBE Religious School Passover 
Kosher Candy Sale from Miss Chocolate 

Red order forms are on the table in the temple foyer and can be downloaded from the website 

 www.tbelc.org 

Get your order in Now! 
 

 

Guest Author and Teacher 

Anne D. McGoey 

will speak about and explore with us 

her recently published Haggadah 

Journey of Questions and Faith:  A Passover 

Haggadahó 
 

Saturday, April 2nd   Noonñ2:00 P.M. 
 

Anne has taught at Congregation Albert in Albuquerque, 

and at Congregation Nahalat Shalom.  She has pre-

sented in the Taste of Honey Program at the Albuquer-

que JCC.  She is a Jew-By-Choice who studied with 

Rabbi Citrin.  Anne holds a Master of Social Work de-

gree and LISW licensure.  She is currently employed 

with the Juvenile Division of the NM Public Defender 

Department in Albuquerque.  Her Haggadah was pub-

lished in 2010. 

 

Feed the Hungry ðItôs a Mitzvah!

  
 

Feeding the hungry is an act of justice and righteousness.  
 

As you plan your next and subsequent visits to TBE, please 
bring a food item (cans, boxes, sealed bags) to donate to 
the local food bank.  A collection box for this purpose is 
located and will continue to be located in the temple entry 
hall.  
 

Simple acts of generosity can save lives. 

http://www.tbelc.org
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Temple Board Meetings 
 
 

Board meetings are held the fourth Thursday of every 

month, and you are invited! Check the templeós website 

at www.tbelc.org for the board meeting agenda, which 

will be posted there in advance.    

 

 

TEMPLE BREAKFASTðWeekly breakfast meet-

ings and discussions of Jewish interest are held at 

the Temple with Breakfast starting at 8:45 AM and 

the speaker/discussion leader beginning promptly at 

9:00 AM. 
 

 TALMUD STUDYðTalmud study meets every Sat-

urday in the Social Hall at 9 AM before the Saturday 

morning service. Prospective students are welcome 

and may contact Erich Zameret or Tana Hemingway 

for more information. 

Mensch Club 
 

Films pertaining to a wide range of Jewish-related 

topics are shown on the second Sunday of each 

month at 2 PM at the Temple.    
 

Anyone who has a film to share with the commu-

nity is encouraged to contact Phil Alkon, Mensch 

Club Film Chair, at 524-6945 or palkon@aol.com.   
 

Regular Mensch Club meetings are held bi-weekly 

Sundays at 2pm at the Temple.  For additional Club 

information,  please contact Dave Zeemont, Presi-

dent at 523-0913 or mudjob@earthlink.net. 

 

Mixed Yoga -  Wednesdays  

4:45 to 6:00   -$5.00 per class or 

$25 per 6-week session 

Mixed level yoga for those with 

some yoga experience.  Breathing 

techniques and asana (postures) 

will be practiced.  This class will 

deepen your knowledge of the 8 limbs (ashtanga) or yoga.  

 

If practiced on a regular basis, yoga can increase well-

being, flexibility, balance and strength. 

 

Comfortable clothing and mat needed. 

Susie Citrin, instructor  
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Join Rabbi Citrin 

in a special project to 

Create Your Ethical Will 

(see rabbiõs message for details) 

Tuesdays, 7:15ñ8:45 P.M. 

February 22ndñApril 12th 

$48.00 per person 

To register:  Call Stefani in the Temple Office 

 

Winter/Spring Jewish Academy—

Adult Education 

 

Torah Study with Rabbi Citrin       ðongoing   

Wednesdays, 10:15ð11:30 A.M.      
 

Introduction to Judaism with Rabbi Citrin    ð

continuing .  Sundays, 9:00ð10:00 A.M.      

through May 22, 2011  
 

Mah Jong with Alison Mann       ðcontinuing    

Mondays, 10:00 A.M.    through March 14th  

(possibly March 21st) 
 

Create Your Ethical Will with Rabbi Citrin      ð

continuing.  Tuesdays, 7:15ð8:45 P.M.  

through April 12th  
 

Isaac Bashevis Singer with Rabbi Jerry Kane  

is scheduled to resume  

Wednesdays, 11:45 A.M.ð1:00 P.M.  

Four weeks starting March 23rd, ending April 13th  
  

Talmud Study is conducted each Shabbat morning, 

9:00—10:00 A.M.  You don’t have to be a scholar.  

Come, learn and discuss.  Enjoy breakfast too! 
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PURIM NEWS! 
Celebrate! 

Saturday, March 19th 

5:30 P.M.    Havdalah, Games and Pizza Dinner 

7:00 P.M.    Megillah Reading and Purim Shpiel 
 

Late Breaking Purim News: 

Protestors in Cairo are threatening to take down the pyramids block by block if their demands are not met.  Rabbi Ci-

trin has informed Egyptian authorities that Jews will only help with re-building if there is a guaranteed minimum 

wage, government subsidized, unlimited charoses, and eight weeks summer vacation. 
 

Iranian President Ahmedinejad recently had a DNA test done on himself.  Turns out he is in fact not only a direct de-

scendant of Haman, but is the fifth cousin, twice removed of Antiochus, the eighth cousin, five times removed of Gen-

ghis Khan and the eleventh cousin, six times removed of Bin Laden.  Genealogists differ on who else his cousins are, 

but all agree he should be removed! 
 

Due to the success of U.S. and NATO forces in Afghanistan this year, ñmunò or poppy-seed filled hammantaschen 

will not be widely available for Purim.  President Karzai has stated that he is holding a couple of tons of his private 

poppy stock in reserve.  Purchases may be made with a cashierôs check to be deposited in UBS Swiss account 1836.  

Deliveries can be picked up in downtown Juarez between two and four A.M. any day but Shabbos. 
 

Spielberg, Katzenberg and Geffen have offered Stuart Kelter a chance to write a screen play based on the bestselling 

novel, A Shadchan in Shushan.  Kelter turned down their offer saying, ñIôd rather work for pizza and hammantaschen 

at Temple Beth-El in Las Cruces.  Those folks at TBE are a real appreciative audience.  They are mi pueblos!ò 
 

Everyone is encouraged to yuk it up at this yearôs Kelter-written-produced-directed Purim Shpiel. 

 
 

From the Temple Office 
 

If you are interested in hosting a Shabbat Dinner for newcomers and visitors, please contact Stefani in the temple of-

fice for more information.   
 

Friends, you are invited to visit the TBE Library and peruse our growing collection of Judaic reference, non-fiction, 

fiction and childrenôs books.  All but our precious reference collection are available for check-out for three weeks at a 

time.     
 

Shabbat candles are available from the Judaica Shop.  Please call ahead.  A 72-ct box is $8.00.  Yahrzeit candles are 

also available at $2.00 each.  Samples are displayed in the Judaica Shop.  Check out the Judaica Shop for weekly rit-

ual items and unique and special gifts for all ages.         
 

Please remember to use your Albertson's Community Cards. 
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 Songs, Prayers and Tears from the Heart:  

A Tribute to Debbie Friedman zòl  

by Rabbi Gerald M. Kane  

 

In the summer of 1971, a ñwet behind the earsò assistant rabbi from Portland Oregon was invited to spend 
two weeks at Camp Swig, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations camp in Saratoga, California. The 
purpose was to serve on the faculty and better connect with students from Congregation Beth Israel whose 
families sent their children to the camp for Jewish enrichment and fun.  

Never having attended a ñsleep awayò camp in my entire life, this was a ñshe-he-che-ya-nu momentò for me. 
I arrived in the rustic setting and was shown to my cabin. As I was unpacking there was a fateful knock on 
my cabin door. I opened it, and was greeted by my next-door neighbor. ñIôm Debbie Friedman,ò she said.... 
and the rest is history!  

 

Debbie was a smiling, young, frisky, talented, irreverent and venerated musician around whom I soon 
learned the activities at the camp seemed to revolve. She was from the Chicago / Minneapolis area, and her 
first album ñSing Unto Godò had just been released. She thought she was ñhot stuff!ò ... and apparently so 
did everyone else at Camp Swig!  

We took an immediate liking to each other and she promised to ñshow me the ropes,ò and let me know all 
that I needed to know. She escorted me to meals, she showed me all the places to ñhang out,ò and in short 
served as my ñkeyò to open all doors at Camp Swig.  

 

In that brief moment of connection, from that first knock on my cabin door, I had no idea what an impact 
Debbie Friedman would have and the pivotal role she would play in shaping the path of my professional and 
spiritual development. It was only when I first watched her lead singing following every meal that I became 
aware of her skills as a teacher, Jewish leader and musician.  

The fast of Tisha BôAv was coming up and Debbie asked if I would help her prepare an evening program for 
campers and staff. She had just written a setting to the poem by the Russian poet Shaul Tchernichovsky, 
ñLaugh at All My Dreamsò and wanted to juxtapose the verses of her song with chapters from the book of 
Lamentations which is traditionally read on Tisha bôAv.  

 

Working closely with Debbie taught me what a perfectionist she was, and how, if we wanted our work to 
have meaning, we need to be hard on ourselves.  

 

For instance, it would take her many minutes to tune her guitar ï an eternity to get every string ñjust right.ò 
She demanded that each detail of this program needed to fit together and flow properly. She wanted to 
teach the song (no song sheets here!) in her own inimitable style. Leading with a phrase and then having the 
group sing along. In the end, it was a magical hour around a campfire which stays indelibly in my mindôs 
eye.  

 

I was blessed to collaborate with Debbie in 1974 at the UAHCôs Henry S. Jacobs Camp in Utica Mississippi 
when I relocated to Temple Sinai in New Orleans. By now she was an iconic figure in the world of Jewish 
music, although many cantors did not recognize the impact she was having on the next generation of Jewish 
leaders and congregants, every rabbi who worked with her or watched her interact with campers and con-
gregants knew they were in the presence of a genius who would shape the face of Jewish music for genera-
tions. As the years passed Debbie and I (and later Cyrille) met at CAJE conferences, NATE conferences  

 

Continued on page 16  
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Monthly Shabbat  Dinner 
 

Simchat Shabbat, the joy of Shabbat, comes not only 

from prayer and study, but especially from sharing a 

Sabbath meal with song and conversation.  To further 

immerse ourselves in Simchat Shabbat, the third Friday 

of each month will feature a Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

at 5:45 P.M. followed by a Shabbat dinner at 6:30 P.M.  

We are aiming to build on our congregational qualities 

of warmth, community and celebration. 
 

Here are the dates of our Simchat Shabbat evenings to 

mark on your calendars: 

5/20 and 6/17.   

   (We are omitting March and April due to the prox-

imity of Purim and Pesach). 
 

The cost of the dinner will be $12 per person, $7 for 

children 6-10, children under 6 free.  A Vegetarian alter-

native is available. 
 

To avoid doing business on Shabbat and to get a com-

mitted number of reservations, you need to sign up and 

pay in advance, no later than three days before the Shab-

bat. 

 
 

 

Sign Up Form 
 

Simchat Shabbat Monthly DinnerðMay 20th   

 

Name ________________________________  

 

Phone  ________________________________ 

  

 # of  Adults  _________    
 

 

 # of Children 6-10 _________ 
 

 # Children Under 5  _________ 
 

 # of Vegetarian Meals _________ 
 

 Total enclosed $ _________ 
 

$12 per person    $7 for children 6-10.  Kids 5 and under 

free. 
 

Please return this reservation with your check made 

out to TBE no later than May16th 
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Debbie Friedman continued from page 14  

 

and UAHC Biennials. When she was stricken with a strange illness - a reaction to a medication ï which af-
fected her vision, Debbie, Cyrille and I had a long talk during which she explained how her life had been im-
pacted by the realization of the power of prayer and its impact on her own spirituality. She told us that she 
was working on a healing prayer which she hoped would become a part of the mainstream liturgy, along with 
an album of music which would provide inspiration for those seeking healing and spiritual renewal.  

 

The following year at a CAJE conference in San Diego, we joined Debbieôs volunteer choir and learned the 
music which had grown within her soul. Reb Nachmanôs Prayer, the Morning Blessings, and others were in-
troduced at this gathering.  

 

I was instrumental in bringing Debbie and her music to Temple Bônai Jehudah in Kansas City. Our renewal 
services which featured Debbieôs music attracted hundreds.  

How blessed Cyrille and I feel to have been able to share a part of our lives with this gifted, inspirational hu-
man being.  

 

In 2008, Debbie selected another verse to conclude her MiSheberach. In many ways it was prophetic. Many 
years ago, Debbie had given me permission to conclude the MiSheberach with her ñHalleluyah,ò since I felt 
that in this way we could pray that our prayers for healing would be answered. But Debbie found a better 
way to enhance her iconic prayer. She selected Psalm 126:5 (found in the Shabbat Birkat HaMazon) ñThose 
who sow in tears will reap in joy.ò  

 

We, Debbieôs admirers and disciples by the thousands are sowing in tears as we mourn her loss. And yet, 
we will continue to sing unto God in joy for the gift of her life and talent, in addition to all the songs and 
prayers she taught us so well.  

 

Zichronah livracha! The memory and melodies of Debbie Friedman will be a blessing and inspiration for gen-
erations to come.  

 

Gerald M. Kane, Rabbi Emeritus, Temple Beth-El, Las Cruces, NM  
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Donations and Tributes 

 
BETY 

From Arthur and Becca Berkson, in memory of Arthur 
 Stern, Arthurõs grandfather and Clinton Cook,  

 husband of Dee Cook 

From Alison and Gary Mann, in memory of Charlotte 
 Mann, Garyõs mother 

 

Community Service Fund 

From Emily Cohen, in memory of George Cohen, her  

 husband 

From Susan C Brown, in memory of George Cohen, her 
 father 

 

Irving Batkin Memorial Scholarship Fund 

From Julie Seton, in memory of Dee Seton Barber, her 
 mother 

 

General Fund   

From Burton and Vera Schwartz, in memory of Rose 
 Segreto, Veraõs mother 

From Grace Hammesfahr, in honor of Nina and Irv 
 Rothman 

From Saul Kaiserman, in honor of Rabbi Paul J Citrin 

From Helen Raphael, in memory of Frances Zimet, her 
 cousin 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

From Bill Stein and Susan Michelson, in memory of  

 William Stein, Billõs father 

From Allen and Michele Blum, with gratitude for the  

 memorial service of Miriam Cutler, Micheleõs 
 mother 

From VT Koffmans, mazal tov to Isaiah Romo on his Bar 
 Mitzvah 

From Joe Bell, in memory of his dear friend, Jeanne  

 Brancato 

From Jake and Susi Kolikant and family, in memory of 
 Margaret Gantert, Susiõs grandmother 

From Abe Pomerantz, in memory of Louis Bass and Jack 

 Lipschutz 

From the Treasurer  
 

Donations are gratefully accepted for the following: 

 

Torah Endowment Project: 

For the purchase of a new Torah.  Donations above the cost of the 

torah will be used to secure the financial future of the temple. 
 

General Operating Fund  

For the Templeôs day-to-day operation 
 

Fund 2004  

For upkeep and mortgage on our new building 
 

Community Service Fund  
For various projects that benefit both our community and Las Cru-

ces/Southern New Mexico  
 

 

Send a Kid to Israel Program (S.K.I.P. Fund) 
To send Temple youth to Israel 
 

Irving Batkin Memorial Scholarship Fund 
To provide a Jewish education for our children: earnings from this 

fund are used mainly to offset the cost of operating our Religious 

School 
 

Frances Williams Library Fund 
To provide books and infrastructure for the Temple library. 
 

Rabbiõs Discretionary Fund 

Rabbi Citrin uses the Discretionary Fund to meet a variety of philan-

thropic requests as well as to supplement TBE programs.    
 

Rabbi Gerald Kane Scholarship Fund 
Provides funds to help further adult education and all educational 

endeavors at Temple Beth El  

 
Beth El Temple Youth Fund, 

Provides support for Youth activities at Temple Beth El  

 

Periodically, the temple may list other short-term projects or needs. 

Contributions that do not specify a project or fund will be added to 

the General Operating Fund.  
 

If you have a question or wish to contribute for a project not listed 

here, please contact Treasurer Lisa Willman. 
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In order to ensure that the name of your loved one will be 

recited during services, we have instituted the following 

practices:  
 

¶ The Hebrew dates for each weekõs Yahrzeits are listed 

in each Newsletter.  

¶ Hebrew vs. conventional calendar: The templeõs tradi-

tion is to base the Yahrzeits list on the Hebrew calendar. 

Those who wish to have a name read on a Friday night 

close to the non-Hebrew calendar date are asked to 

please email or call Stefani Singer a few days prior to 

the service.  
 

*Asterisks at left indicate that a loved one has been perma-

nently memorialized with a plaque in the Temple sanctuary. 

If you are interested in acquiring a plaque for your loved 

one, contact Stefani Singer at the  

Temple.  

March 2011, Yahrzeits 
 

Read on March 4           Adar-1 28 

Lawrence Friedman, brother of Teddy Weinglass 

Gershon Pias, father of Ed Pias 

*Sidney Berger, husband of Estelle Berger, father of 
 Barbara Berger 

Bertha Maness, great aunt of Stefani Singer 

*Gertrude Silverston 

*Anthony Thelkan 
 

Read on March 11      Adar-II 5 

*Dori Gorsky 

Phyllis Friedman, aunt of Stefani Singer 

Barry Kirschner, son of Mel Kirschner 
 

Read on March 18      Adar-II 12 

Tessie Rose Bergman, grandmother of Nancy  

 Bergman 

*Leonard Edwards, father of Peter Edwards 
 

Read on March 25     Adar-II 19 

*Sheldon Schoenbrun 

Elaine Silberman, sister of Cyrille Kane 

Beulah Rachell, mother of Tina Silverman-Schwartz 

*Jacob Neidich 

*Lena Lieberman 

 

TBE Member Helping Shape Local Economic Development Strategies: 
 

In December, Abby Train, a doctoral candidate in the Economic Development program at New Mexico State Uni-
versity, addressed a Las Cruces City Council working session in a talk titled "Holistic Economic Development in 
Dona Ana County."   Abby presented material from her doctoral thesis to the council at the request of  Mayor Pro-
tem Sherry Thomas.  
 

Abbyõs doctoral work focuses on entrepreneurship and amenity-based economic development. 
 

In 2009, Abby was awarded an honorable mention in the 24th Annual Charles M. Tiebout Prize in Regional Science 

competition of the Western Regional Science Association.  The title of Trainõs paper was òUrban to Rural Migration 

Patterns and the Creative Class: A U.S. County-to-County Study.ó  The competition attracts entries from around the 

world.   Abby was awarded the Pruitt Economics Scholarship in 2010 and has addressed the Rio Grande Rotary 

Club and The Green Chamber of Commerce on economic issues.  Abbyõs work was cited in the Mayorõs State of the 

City Address 2/17/2011. 
 

Abbyõs address to City Council can be viewed on line at: 

http://las-cruces.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=200&meta_id=21983 

 

Abbyõs talk begins about 1 hour and 9 minutes into the council session. 

http://las-cruces.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=200&meta_id=21983
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The Temple Beth-El Newsletter is produced regularly at Las Cruces, New Mexico. Editor: Jordan 
Train. Copy Editors: James Rosenthal, Tana Hemingway and Rabbi Kane. Circulation: Stefani Singer. 

We welcome contributions by, about, or for temple members. Contributions can be mailed to the tem-

ple or emailed to tbelascruces@hotmail.com. We reserve the right to edit all contributions and adver-

tisements. We do not return contributions to authors unless sent with a self-addressed prepaid enve-

lope. Nonmember subscriptions are $25/year. Advertising: 2x3 (business card): $120/yearly. Quarter 
page: $220/yearly. Half page: $450 yearly. For information about ads or insertions please contact the 

editor.  

 

Phone: 575.524.3380 
Fax: 575.521.8111 
President Mark Steinborn 
admin@tbelc.org 
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