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May Shabbat Schedule 
 

 

Friday, May 6th           

  5:45 P.M. Shabbat Family Service  

  6:30 P.M. Dairy/Veggie Potluck dinner 

       

Saturday, May 7th             

    9:00 A.M. Talmud 

  10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush led by 

    Eric Zameret 

    Parashat Tazira Leviticus 21:1ñ24:23 

  Haftarah  Ezekiel 45:15ñ31     

     

Friday, May 13th         

    7:30 P.M. Israel Independence Shabbat 

    ð Creative Service 

    Blessing of those joining the 

    Rabbi on the trip to Israel 

    May Birthday and Anniversary 

    Blessings 

          

Saturday, May 14th           

    9:00 A.M. Talmud 

  10:15 A.M. Anshei Mitzvah Service and 

    Kiddush 

  Parashat Mõtzora Leviticus 25:1-26:2    

  Haftarah  Jeremiah 32:6-27     

     

Friday, May 20th          Simchat Shabbat 

    5:45 P.M. Creative Service 

    6:30 PM Catered Dinner, Songs,  

    Stories     

 

Saturday, May 21st           

     9:00 A.M. Talmud 

   10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush  

   Parashat Bõcukotai    Leviticus 26:3ñ27:34   

   Haftarah  Jeremiah 16:19-

     17:14 

  

 

 

Friday, May 27th            

    7:30 P.M. òAsk the Rabbió 

        

Saturday, May 28th   

    9:00 A.M. Talmud 

  10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush  

    lunch 

           Parashat Bõmidbar Numbers 1:1-4:20 

 Haftarah  Hosea 2:1-22 

 

 

 

MAY 2011ñNISANñIYAR 5771 

Annual Meeting of the  

Congregation 

 

Tuesday, May 24, 2011 

7:00 P.M. 
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Message from Rabbi Citrin 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Change is always challenging. The arrival of a new religious leader takes some mutual 

ñgetting used toò and adaptation. I am confident that the members of Temple Beth-El 

and Rabbi Larry Karol are more than up to the challenge of change and of meeting the future. 

 

I am delighted to welcome Rabbi Karol as my successor. He is dynamic, energetic, an activist, and a suppor-

tive pastor. He will be readily available to you. Rabbi Karol and I will hold discussions to ensure a smooth 

transfer of rabbinic leadership. He will preserve Beth-Elôs congregational culture, and work with the congrega-

tion to develop new programs and directions. 

 

What is required of congregants as the year of transition and beginning unfolds? Several qualities which in-

clude: 

¶ An openness to personality. 

¶ Receptivity to new ideas and approaches. 

¶ Reaching out to welcome and to get to know Rabbi Larry and Rhonda. 

¶ Becoming an active participant in congregational life and leadership, 

or deepening your present involvement. 

¶ Marking this moment of change as an opportunity to grow personally in Jewish knowledge and prac-

tice. 

As we welcome Rabbi Larry and Rhonda, and meet the task of moving forward, I share this prayer: 

 

Our God, whom our ancestors called TSUR YISRAEL, ROCK OF ISRAEL, You are the sustaining source of 

our lives.  All things change, but Your eternal faithfulness strengthens us in the presence of challenge and 

change.  Creative growth and renewal are ordained by Your will to be the path of life.  Help us to meet the 

tasks established for our fulfillment.  Enable us to have trust and confidence to dream, to stretch and to achieve 

goals that are worthy of us, and which enhance Your spirit in our world.  Praised are You, Eternal God, our 

supporting Rock. 

 

Shalom, 

 

Rabbi Paul J. Citrin 
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Presidentõs Message  

ñ30ò 

 

Anyone want to guess at the significance of this monthôs title ñ30ò?  No, itôs not my age but 

thank you anyway.  Traditionally journalists used ñ30ò to signify the end of a piece that they 

wrote.  Websterôs defines ñ30ò as a ñsign of completionò and itôs certainly appropriate for this 

monthôs column for a number of reasons as we reach ñend of jobò on a number of fronts. 
 

You may not be aware of this fact (as it continues to be a moving target) but weôve had 30 rabbis apply for our po-

sition since the start of the search.  The number 30 plays a further role here as there are 80 rabbis (not counting re-

cent graduates) searching to fill 30 open positions in the United States.  It is my hope and expectation that by the 

time your read this column, Rabbi Karol and I will have signed his contract so that he and his wife Rhonda can 

come to Las Cruces.  Itôs appropriate that we apply the ñ30ò as a sign of completion to the end of a very long job 

for our Rabbi Search Committee who did most of the heavy lifting for us these past six months.  In case youôve for-

gotten all of the members, they include; Marieka Brown, Elizabeth Jaffe, Susan Lapid, Deborah Levy, Alison 

Mann, Allen Palanker, Jordan Train, Bill Stein, Joel Weiss, Al Woods, Susan Fitzgerald, Jamie Bronstein, Jeff 

Marquez and Patrick Quinn. Please thank these folks when you see them.  They deserve our gratitude.  I would also 

like to express my gratitude to Patrick Quinn, our Vice President, for his leadership these past six months and 

Susan Fitzgerald, one of our Board Trustees, for handling all of the logistics for all four rabbi visits.  Iôm sure by 

now, both Patrick and Susan could write a book on how one handles such a search and I am equally certain it 

would take a million dollar advance to get them to touch the topic again. 
 

While Iôm thanking folks, I would like to thank all of you for your patience and indulgence in the search process.  I 

know full well how difficult it is to be ñupò for four separate rabbi visits.  Many of us asked the same questions 

four times.  I can tell you every single candidate remarked about how welcoming they found the congregation.  

This is entirely to your credit.  
 

I would also like to thank Al Woods, our Building and Grounds Chairman as well as Mike Weeks, Ron Mora and 

Dave Zeemont for hanging the new memorial board.  That task was not without its challenges. 
 

In closing I would also like to remind you of two important events in the month of May.  First, we will dedicate our 

new Torah on Sunday, May 15th starting at 2:30 pm when Ron Sieger, certified sofer once again comes to Last Cru-

ces.  He will complete the final words of the new torah with all of us and you can take pictures with Ron for poster-

ity.  All you need to do is show up.  Second, our annual meeting will take place on Tuesday evening, May 24th at 

7:00 pm.  As you know, our annual meeting is where our officers and five board members conclude their term and 

our newly elected board and officers begin their term.  While itôs premature to announce the candidates running for 

the five open board slots I can share with you that Michael Lieberman, Arthur Berkson and Joshua Rosenberg will 

not be running for reelection.  I want to take time out to thank them for their service to the congregation.  You can 

expect a letter from me around the time this newsletter comes out ñofficiallyò announcing the board meeting and 

related details. - 30 -   

 

Shalom, 

 

Mark Steinborn 

President ï Temple Beth-El 
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Page 5 MAY 2011ñNISANñIYAR 5771 

Message from Rabbi Karol 
 

 

It is with a great sense of humility that I write this first article for the Adelante 

newsletter, at the request of Rabbi Citrin, following your decision to invite me 

to be the next rabbi at Temple Beth El.   Rhonda and I very much enjoyed our 

visit to Las Cruces, and, even more, we were warmed by your hospitality, gen-

erosity and the opportunity to meet so many of you.   The conversations we 

were able to have with members of your congregation, including the ñAsk the Rabbi sessions,ò 

were substantive and productive, from both ñheadò and ñheart.ò   We are looking forward to our 

next visit and to our move so that I can begin to serve as your rabbi on July 1, 2011, and so that 

we can begin our time as part of your vibrant Jewish community.  

 

As I reflect on when we were visiting during the last week of March, the extra Torah reading for 

the coming Shabbat (Shabbat Hachodesh ï the Sabbath prior to the beginning of Passoverôs 

month, Nisan) offered its special ñmarkerò in time: ñThis month shall be the beginning of months 

for  youò (Exodus Chapter 12, verse 1).   The Jewish year, in biblical times, began in the spring.   

The timing of our visit to Las Cruces offered us the amazing sight of a crescent waning moon ris-

ing just above the mountains to the east prior to sunrise.   It was breathtaking and inspiring, 

enough that we took a moment to thank God for the beauty of creation.    

 

Judaism has the power to enable us to find and create breathtaking and inspiring moments in our 

lives, whether during worship, life cycle celebrations, study, or simply being together to share our 

triumphs and challenges.    I write this before Passover, and as you read this article, the times of 

remembrance of the Holocaust on Yom Hashoah and marking Israelôs 63 years on Yom Haôatz-

maut will have arrived.   These observances encompass history, culture, worship, study, ritual, 

and custom and themes of courage, endurance, persistence, mourning, and hope.   There is such 

richness in Jewish life that is ours to explore in so many ways.  I relish the possibility of listening 

to the varied experiences of members of a congregation, knowing that every single person of any 

age can bring to a service, a study session, or any gathering his or her own unique perspective 

and even expertise.  That diversity can be a source of strength and enable us to feel renewed by 

our time together within a sacred and vital community.   

 

Our shared new beginnings, will, I know, offer us many opportunities to unite in learning, song, 

prayer, study, celebration, and in the creation of many inspiring and memorable moments in the 

years to come! 
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Monthly Shabbat  Dinner 
 

Simchat Shabbat, the joy of Shabbat, comes not only 

from prayer and study, but especially from sharing a 

Sabbath meal with song and conversation.  To further 

immerse ourselves in Simchat Shabbat, the third Friday 

of each month will feature a Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

at 5:45 P.M. followed by a Shabbat dinner at 6:30 P.M.  

We are aiming to build on our congregational qualities 

of warmth, community and celebration. 
 

Here are the dates of our Simchat Shabbat evenings to 

mark on your calendars: 

5/20 and 6/17.   

   (We are omitting March and April due to the prox-

imity of Purim and Pesach). 
 

The cost of the dinner will be $12 per person, $7 for 

children 6-10, children under 6 free.  A Vegetarian alter-

native is available. 
 

To avoid doing business on Shabbat and to get a com-

mitted number of reservations, you need to sign up and 

pay in advance, no later than three days before the Shab-

bat. 

 
 

 

Sign Up Form 
 

Simchat Shabbat Monthly DinnerðMay 20th   

 

Name ________________________________  

 

Phone  ________________________________ 

  

 # of  Adults  _________    
 

 

 # of Children 6-10 _________ 
 

 # Children Under 5  _________ 
 

 # of Vegetarian Meals _________ 
 

 Total enclosed $ _________ 
 

$12 per person    $7 for children 6-10.  Kids 5 and under 

free. 
 

Please return this reservation with your check made 

out to TBE no later than May16th 
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   MONTHLY ISRAEL UPDATE  
 

    About Israel Update 

 The Israel Committee of Temple Beth-El will present a monthly Israel Update page in Adelante. We hope to 

 promote your awareness of Israel-related events and information, and to energize TBE efforts in behalf of 

 Israel's security, welfare and democratic character. Your feedback is welcome, and we are pleased to con-

 sider any subjects or materials you may wish to present in this column. Just contact Phil Alkon [524-6945, 

 philipalkon@gmail.com]. Todah Rabah! 

 

   ISRAEL AND M IDDLE  EAST NEWS FLASHES ï Phil Alkon 

 

      This September, the UN General Assembly is expected to entertain an Arab and African sponsored resolu-

tion approve the unilateral declaration of an Arab state of Palestine, presumably comprising the West Bank 

territory now administered by the Palestinian Authority under President Abbas.  Several South American 

countries already have recognized the PA Palestinian state, the French Foreign Minister warned that the 

European Union may ultimately join in, and the resolution appears to have a large majority in the General 

Assembly.    The U.S., and Israel of course, are firmly opposed to unilateral actions that will undermine a 

negotiated agreement between Israel and the Palestinians leading to a two-state solution.  A Palestinian state 

comprised of just the West Bank (Hamas-led Gaza wonôt even deal with the PA), without recognized bor-

ders, with no existing or likely peace treaty with Israel, or even a recognition of Israelôs right to exist as a 

Jewish entity, hardly seems like productive step for the Palestinians themselves, let alone a rational, a peace-

ful resolution of this component of the Israel-Arab conflict. But rationality is not a hallmark of the Palestin-

ian leadership that Israel has had to deal with for more the last century..  

 

            Remember the UN sponsored Goldstone report that harshly condemned Israel for its military ñCast Leadò 

operation against Hamas in Gaza following years of rocket fire on civilian targets in southern Israel and 

other armed provocations? The original aim of the UN ñinvestigationò was to uncover evidence of Israeli 

ñwar crimesò, including the deliberate targeting of civilian targets by the IDF, but made no mention of Gaza-

based terrorism against Israel.  The name ñHamasò did not even appear until p. 453 of its final report; and 

four of the five members of the UN team accused Israel of war crimes before their investigation had even 

begun.  The inquiry was conducted under aegis of the UN Human Rights Commission, which has held Israel 

responsible for 80 percent of the human rights violations that have occurred across the Globe since the Com-

mission was founded.  It has been chaired by such notable human rights luminaries as Libya, and Israel is the 

only permanent item on its agenda.  Well, following an IDF review of the Cast Lead campaign, Richard 

Goldstone, the prominent South African juror who led the UN Gaza inquiry (yes, he is Jewish) published an 

admission in the Washington Post that the commissionôs report may have been flawed, that the IDF did not 

deliberately target civilians as the report claimed, and that perhaps the UN owes Israel an apology of sorts. 

This after his report engendered the following typical headlines when it was published: ñU.N. Inquiry Sees 

Gaza War Crimes; Israel Chastisedò ï New York Times (front page); ñIsrael Committed óWar Crimesô in 

Gaza: UN Probe Chiefò - Agence France Presseñ; ñUN Report Claims Israel Committed War Crimesò ï Bel-

fast Telegraph;  ñIsrael Looks to Fend Off Prosecution of War Crimesò ï Associated Pressñ; ñ UN Says Is-

rael Should Face War-Crimes Trial Over Gazaò ï The Independent (London). 

 

             

  Continued on page 15 
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Temple Board Meetings 
 
 

Board meetings are held the fourth Thursday of every 

month, and you are invited! Check the templeós website 

at www.tbelc.org for the board meeting agenda, which 

will be posted there in advance.    

 

 

TEMPLE BREAKFAST ðWeekly breakfast meet-

ings and discussions of Jewish interest are held at 

the Temple with Breakfast starting at 8:45 AM and 

the speaker/discussion leader beginning promptly at 

9:00 AM. 
 

 TALMUD STUDY ðTalmud study meets every Sat-

urday in the Social Hall at 9 AM before the Saturday 

morning service. Prospective students are welcome 

and may contact Erich Zameret or Tana Hemingway 

for more information. 

Mensch Club 
 

Films pertaining to a wide range of Jewish-related 

topics are shown on the second Sunday of each 

month at 2 PM at the Temple.    
 

Anyone who has a film to share with the commu-

nity is encouraged to contact Dave Zeemont, Film 

Chair, at 523-0913 or mudjob@earthlink.net. 
 

Regular Mensch Club meetings are held bi-weekly 

Sundays at 2pm at the Temple.  For additional Club 

information,  please contact Dave Zeemont, Presi-

dent at 523-0913 or mudjob@earthlink.net. 

Mixed Yoga -   

Wednesdays  4:45 to 6:00   -$5.00 per class or  

$25 per 6-week session 

Mixed level yoga for those with some yoga experience.  

Breathing techniques and asana (postures) will be prac-

ticed.  This class will deepen your knowledge of the 8 

limbs (ashtanga) or yoga.  
 

If practiced on a regular basis, yoga can increase well-

being, flexibility, balance and strength. 
 

Comfortable clothing and mat needed. 

Susie Citrin, instructor  
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Winter/Spring Jewish Academyð

Adult Education  

 

Torah Study with Rabbi Citrin       ðongoing   

Wednesdays, 10:15ð11:30 A.M.      
 

Introduction to Judaism with Rabbi Citrin    ð

continuing .  Sundays, 9:00ð10:00 A.M.      

through May 22, 2011  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers needed for Art  

Festival at Temple Beth-El  

 Volunteers needed for South West Jewish Art Festival 

Sunday June 12, 2011 3-7 pm 

We are in need of 30 volunteers to assist us in the fes-

tival from ticket selling, entrance ticket taking, floor 

sellers, runners, booth sitters, raffle sellers etc.  You 

need not be working more than 1-2 hrs.  Please contact 

Ruth Ann Sugarman at 527-8211 or Gerie Muchnikoff 

521-3040 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE TBE FAMILY!!!  

Todd, Carolyn, Elizabeth, & Claire  

Silberman 
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TBE Religious School News 
 

After Passover, the countdown begins.  At the end of 

the second seder, we begin literally to number the 

days, counting the omer between the start of Pesach 

and the arrival of Shavuot. Like children, we eagerly 

await the gift of the commandments.  So too are our 

children counting, eagerly awaiting summer break.  

Here at Temple Beth-El Religious School, we have 

just a few more Wednesdays and Sundays left to go 

before we bid students lôhitraot (see you soon) for 

summer break.  This year, our Religious School will 

end on Sunday, May 22 which also is Lag BôOmer.  

We plan to have an end of semester picnic to cele-

brate.  There will be more on this via email.   

 

Thanks too to all who participated in this yearôs Miss 

Chocolate fundraiser as salespeople, customers, and 

candy eaters. We raised just over $300 to spend im-

proving our school. 

 

Allow me to close with a heartfelt todah rabah to all 

the parents whoôve shared their children with me 

again for this year as I served as the Temple Beth-El 

Religious School principal. Perhaps the most compel-

ling aspect to me about working in education is the 

honor and joy of forming relationships with students, 

from the youngest Gan students to the brilliant, en-

gaging teens in our Machon group.   I also wish to 

thank our teachers who have made this year such an 

inspiring year for our students.  As we approach the 

transition from Rabbi Citrin to Rabbi Karol, we ex-

pect to have some changes to our Religious School.  I 

will tell you more about this once we have some 

planning sessions with the new rabbi.  Letôs have a 

good summer! 

 

As always, you may contact me by phone or email 

with any comments, questions, concerns, or sugges-

tions regarding our religious school. 

 

William (Bill) Stein, Principal, Temple Beth-El Reli-

gious School, 575-373-8027, starman@tbelc.org 

 

 

THE CHESED GROUP 

 

Is here for members in need of assistance due to 

Health Issues. 

Please call well in advance. 

 

CALL:   

David Zeemont at 523-0913 if you need  

transportation to a medical appointment. 

 

Sally Alkon at 524-6945 if you need  

transportation, or someone, to help shop for food. 

 

CALL:   

The temple office at 524-3380 if you cannot reach 

either of the above people. 

 

* If you are interested in being a coordinator/

helper/driver for services or temple events,  please 

call Dave Zeemont. 
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Special Offer from Hadassah  
 

In honor of the 100
th
 anniversary of the founding 

of Hadassah Purim of 1912, HADASSAH is  
offering LIFE MEMBERSHIP for just $100! 

If paid in full in the year 2011, for women and also 
for an associate membership for men. 

We hope you will take advantage of this special 
opportunity for yourself or as a gift.   

Hadassah supports Hadassah Medical  
Organization, Hadassah College in Jerusalem,  

Jewish National Fund, Young Judea including 
camps, and  

Youth Aliyah, which works with troubled  
children.  

Need more information?   

Call Diane Bass at 522-3833.  
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Call for Pick-Up or Delivery 

521-3697 

Owners:  Carrie and Ari Swartz 
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YOUTH GROUPS!! 

 

BELY, BEMY, BETY  
 

We are happy to invite all families and temple mem-

bers to join us on the last day of Sunday School for a 

Lag Ba Omer Picnic.  The picnic will be at Sagecrest 

Park on the corner of Roadrunner and Frontier.  We 

will meet at the temple at 11:00 and transport all the 

kids to the park.  If you are not in the school, just meet 

at the park at 11:15.  Bring a picnic lunch.  The BETY 

members will be leading some fun picnic games!  What 

a great way to end the school year and a fun year of 

Youth activities!  Questions, call Stefani or Chloe!  

Wear your Youth Group t-shirts!  If you donôt have 

yours, get one! 

 
 

BETY 
 

Please contact Estes Weeks, BETY Communication 

Adviser quanal501@aol.com updated BETY  news and 

information. 
 

Purchase your YOUTH GROUP T-shirt.   $18 for the 

first one and $12 for all additional.  Youth shirts are 

$10 for the first and $9 for each additional shirt.  Infant/

Toddler is $14.00.  Everyone is invited to support the 

Temple Beth-El Youth.  Find Stefani Singer to pick 

your size. 
 

For Youth Group information, questions or suggestions 

contact Stefani Singer (BELY, BEMY) 

or Chloe Mandel celifisticuffs@gmail.com  (BETY) 
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Feed the Hungry ðItôs a Mitzvah!

  
 

Feeding the hungry is an act of justice and righteousness.  
 

As you plan your next and subsequent visits to TBE, please 
bring a food item (cans, boxes, sealed bags) to donate to 
the local food bank.  A collection box for this purpose is 
located and will continue to be located in the temple entry 
hall.  
 

Simple acts of generosity can save lives. 

 

 

 

                                                           

 

YOUTH 

GROUPS 

Lag BôOmer 

Family  

Picnic 
GAMES/FUN FOR ALL  

Bring a Picnic Lunch 

Sunday, May 22nd 

11:15 AM 

At Sagecrest Park  

Corner of Roadrunner 

And Frontier  

All temple members welcome! 

mailto:quanal501@aol.com
mailto:celifisticuffs@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kiddush Luncheon follows  
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Congratulations to Lior Lapid on your chess vic-

tory!  Lior played against two grand masters and 

took home the Chess Championship earlier this 

year.  Read more in the Las Cruces Sun-News ar-

chive newspaper dated Friday, March 25, 2011.  

ñIn chess, you have to take risks.  It is a very psy-

chological game.ñ 

 

Another Mazel Tov to Olivia Weinbaum, who is 

the third best speller in Las Cruces out of a total of 

69 participants of the 2011 District Spelling Bee!  

The competition took place on March 18th at Onate 

High School. 

 

Well done, Olivia and Lior! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Abby Train 

who is receiving her doctorate in 

Economic Development at  

New Mexico State University.   

Abby is graduating with  

highest honors.  

 

Mazel Tov! 
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Torah Endowment Project 

 

Torah Endowment Project Donors 

 

Philip and Sally Alkon  
Dan and Simy Allan  
The Anshei Mitzvah Group  
Lucien Baltuch and Sherlyn Shervanick 
Frank and Louise Feldman Baskey 
Harry and Diane Bass 
Rebecca Beckett Holycross  
Joseph Bell 
Estelle Berger 
Nancy Bergman 
Barbara Berger and Dale Brown 
Arthur and Rebecca Berkson  
Burt and Ann Berkson 

Marvin and Carol Bernstein  

Kaila and Liana Brown  

Allen and Michele Blum  

Marieka Brown and Jeanne Abkes  

Ron and Pearie Bruder  

Emily Cohen  

Howard and Robin Cohen  

Susan C Cohen  

Rabbi Paul and Susie Citrin 

Dee Cook 

G Bernard Dash 

Terri Sugarman and Erica Eddy 

Paul Feil and Jana Weisborn 

David and Linda Fisher 

Dr. Barry Fisher and Andrea Dresser Fisher 

David and Linda Fisher  

Drõs Abraham and Amy Fiszbein 

Susan and Patrick Fitzgerald 

Ruth Frank  

Joan Glickler  

Ethel Rabkin  
Helen Raphael 

Martha Roditti            
Nancy Rosen 
Marianne and Jim Rosenthal 
Irwin Ross 

Betty Rosse  
Nina and Irv Rothman 

Dan and Christi Rubin  
Burton and Vera Schwartz 
Julie Seton  

Bobbie Siegel   zõl 
Julius and Minerva Siegel  
Selda Steckler 

Anna and George Silman 
Jeffrey Silman 
Jerry and Shelly Silverman  
Mark and Stefani Singer  
Selda Steckler 

David and Vivian Steinborn 
Mark and Sharon Steinborn 
Peter Siegel and Hope Stevens 

Barney and Ruth Ann 
 Sugarman 
Mel and Dia Taylor 
Congregation of TBE  
Jordan, Abby and Alec Train 
Ivy White   zõl 
Elliott and Lisa Willman 
Marty Winkler 
Robert and Christine Wohl 

Irv and Harriett Wolf 

Sherry and Al Woods 
Erich Zameret 

Stuart Kelter and Leora Zeitlin 

Dell Zuckerman 
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Lois Greco 

Jane Grider 

The Gupta Family 
Tom and Jayne Harary 

Jeff and Cherri Hudson-Brown 
Win Jacobs 

Rabbi Jerry and Cyrille Kane 
Deana Kessin  
Mel and Lila Kirschner 
Bea Klein 
Melvin òSonnyó and Rosie Klein  

Kolikant Family 

Chuck Kuznekoff 

Yosef and Susan Lapid 

Ford Parkes-Perret and Frankie Lerner  

Tom and Debbie Levy 

Tom and Elizabeth Lewis-Olson  

Klim Maling 

Michael and Barbara Mandel 

Alison and Gary Mann 

Ron and Joyce Mora 

Stan and Gerie Muchnikoff  

Ray, Frima and Jeff Marquez 

Susan Michelson and Bill Stein 

Garcia-Bryce and Orzoff Family 

Allen and Eve Palanker 

Brenda Parish  

Willie Pass 

Jack and Margaret Petrowsky 

Martin and Elissa Poel 

Abe Pomerantz 

Leonard Pritikin 

Patrick and Susan Kaye Quinn  
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  Monthly Israel Update continued from page 7 

 

  The Arab Middle East continues to boil while Is-

raelis, and the rest of us, hold our collective 

breaths, and hope and pray that the democratic as-

pirations of many of its participants will come to 

fruition and lead to the creation of civil societies in 

at least some of Israelôs neighbors. Growing Syr-

ian unrest has Ahmajinedad worried to the point of 

blaming Zionists and the West for unrest in the 

region that might jepordize Iranian plans for radi-

cal Shiite dominance of the Middle East, and 

weaken attacks against Israel from Lebanon by 

Hezbollah and from  Gaza. by Hamas.  

 

             Meanwhile, the dynamic (to say the least) process 

of the creation or definition of Israeli society con-

tinues, with democracy/pluralism versus national-

ism/religious orthodoxy maintaining center stage.  

A recent report by Haifa University scholars, of 

population projections derived from current birth 

rates of religious, Haredi, secular and Arab sectors, 

paints a glum picture. Israelôs population will be-

come more religious, they say, thereby leading to 

increased poverty, annexation of West Bank settle-

ments and Israelôs ñcontinued degradation into an               

   anti-democratic country.ò  I didnôt realize that the 

view from the top of Mt. Carmel was so bleak!  

My advice: ñBeware of social scientists bearing 

overly bright or overly gloomy forecasts.ò  

 

  Miscellaneous notes.  Foremost Islamic scholar 

Bernard Lewis of Princeton worries that the ñre-

Islamizationò of Turkey may lead to another Ira-

nian-style regime; but is hopeful that the ñArab 

Springò revolution will result in less autocratic and 

more tolerant regimes elsewhere.  Halevai!!  For-

mer Israel intelligence chief Amos Yadlin also is 

optimistic about changes in Syria, et al.  ñA de-

mocratic Middle East is good for Israel. Two de-

mocracies hardly go to war,ò he argued, ñand Is-

rael cannot remain indifferent to the values that 

brought Egyptians to Tahrir Square.ò  
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GREENING TEMPLE BETH-EL  

MONTHLY BRAINSTORM #7 

By Phil Alkon 
 

ñLIGHT UP YOUR LIFE!ò 

USE ENERGY EFFICIENT LIGHT BULBS  

                                          

The Issue Incandescent light bulbs, that may many of us still 

use, are wasteful, inefficient and expensive compared to com-

pact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs) that screw in the same sockets 

we already have.  Yes, they cost more per bulb ($6 to $20). 

But, they use only one-fourth of the energy for operation, 

and last 10,000 hours, or 10 times as long as incandescents.  

This means that they will last about 8 years, and you will pay 

off the higher purchase price in about half that time.  They 

also provide the same amount of light as those Model-T 

incandescents now lighting up your house.  It doesnôt take a 

Warren Buffet (Economics) or an Al Gore (Environmental) to 

see that this is a Win /Win deal! 
 

WHAT  TO DO 

¶ Do a room-by-room inventory of all the lights in you 

home that are on at least 3 hours a day. Record their wattage, 

and note which fixtures are outdoors and those that are dim-

mable 3-way bulbs, so that you purchase the equivalent 

CFLs. 

¶ Do some comparison-shopping at check out available 

CFLs. 

Purchase and install new green and money-saving light 

bulbs 
 

TIME  AND MATERIALS : A few hours to inventory, purchase 

and install CFL bulbs. 
 

PAYOFFS 

1.  Replacing 5 frequently used incandescent bulbs will lead 

to an annual CO2 reduction of 500 pounds from your home 

alone. 

2.  For the TBE community as a whole, the reduction in our 

carbon footprint could amount to over 90,000 pounds of CO2 

per year!! 
 

1.  Doing the above will lead to annual CO2 reduction of 600 

pounds from your home alone. 

2.  For the TBE community as a whole, the reduction in our 

carbon footprint could amount to over 110,000 pounds of 

CO2 per year!! 
 

LETS START REDUCING OUR CARBON FOOT-

PRINT.  ITôS THE JEWISH WAY. 
 

Data source: ñLow Carbon Dietò by David Gershon. Em-

powerment Institute, Woodstock, NY. 2006.  

 

 

Donations 
 

Batkin Memorial Scholarship Fund 

From Rabbi Jerry and Cyrille Kane, with deep gratitude to 

 the Religious School Teachers and students for the 

 thoughtful Shalach Manot Box at Purim 

From Rabbi Paul and Susan Citrin, in memory of Alma 

Feil, mother of Dr Paul Feil 
 

BETY 

From Abe Pomerantz, with thanks for the Purim Shalach 

 Manot Box 
 

General Fund   

From Rebecca Martinez 

From Grace Hammesfahr, in honor of Nina and Irv 

 Rothman 

From Teddy Weinglass, in memory of Syd and Reuben 

 Friedman, her parents 

From Deana Kessin, in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of her 

 grandson, Jake Mallon 

From Estelle Berger, in memory of Sarah Matlin, her 

 mother 

From Selda Steckler, in memory of Morty Steckler, her 

 husband 

From Teddy Weinglass, in memory of Leonard I  

 Weinglass 

From Ford Parkes-Perret and Frankie Lerner, in honor of 

 Chuck Krugerôs 90th Birthday 

From Bea Klein, in memory of Alma Ruth Feil, Paul 

 Feilôs mother 

From Teddy Weinglass, in honor of baby ñMinervaò 
 

Library Fund  

From Jayne Harary, in memory of Jerome and Tommy 

Perlman and Judy Harary 

 

Donations continued on next page 
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Rabbi Discretionary Fund 

 

From Abe Pomerantz, in memory of Alma Ruth Feil, mother 

 of Paul Feil 

From Martin and Janet Winkler, in memory of Edward M 

 Winkler, Martyôs father 

From Helen Raphael, in memory of her mother, Rose Leeser 

 and brother, David Leeser 

From Bryan McCuller, in memory of James McCuller, his 

 father 
 

Rabbi Gerald Kane Scholarship Fund 

 

From Allen and Eve Palanker, in celebration of the Bar 

 Mitzvah of Jake Mallon, grandson of Deana Kessin, 

 and in celebration of the Bat Mitzvah of Maya 

 Silverman, granddaughter of Jerry and Shelly 

 Silverman 

From Helen Raphael, in memory of her mother, Rose Leeser 

 and brother, David Leeser 
 

Religious School Fund 

 

From Leonard Pritikin, with appreciation to the Religious 

 School students for the Purim Shalach Manot Box 

 full of delicious goodies 

From Bea Klein, with thanks for the lovely Purim gift and 

 visit from Sadie and Ben and their Parentsé ñWhat 

 a lovely gesture.ò 

From Mel and Lila Kirschner, with thanks to the Religious 

 School for the Purim Goodie Box 

From Alison and Gary Mann, in memory of Harold Mann, 

 Garyôs father 
 

S.K.I.P (Send a Kid to Israel Program) 

 

From Allen and Michele Blum, in memory of Sima Tashlik, 

 Allenôs grandmother 
 

Social Action/Community Service 

 

From Win Jacobs, in memory of Edward M Jacobs and 

Birdsey Youngs 

 

Additional Thanks 
 

Thanks to Selda Steckler for donating a stack of nice Jewish 

Holiday greeting cards.  Check in the Judaica Shop if you 

want to pick up a few.  A million thanks to Terri  

From the Treasurer  
 

Donations are gratefully accepted for the following: 

 

Torah Endowment Project: 

For the purchase of a new Torah.  Donations above the cost of the 

torah will be used to secure the financial future of the temple. 
 

General Operating Fund  

For the Templeôs day-to-day operation 
 

Fund 2004  

For upkeep and mortgage on our new building 
 

Community Service Fund  
For various projects that benefit both our community and Las Cru-

ces/Southern New Mexico  
 

 

Send a Kid to Israel Program (S.K.I.P. Fund) 
To send Temple youth to Israel 
 

Irving Batkin Memorial Scholarship Fund 
To provide a Jewish education for our children: earnings from this 

fund are used mainly to offset the cost of operating our Religious 

School 
 

Frances Williams Library Fund 
To provide books and infrastructure for the Temple library. 
 

Rabbiõs Discretionary Fund 

Rabbi Citrin uses the Discretionary Fund to meet a variety of philan-

thropic requests as well as to supplement TBE programs.    
 

Rabbi Gerald Kane Scholarship Fund 
Provides funds to help further adult education and all educational 

endeavors at Temple Beth El  

 
Beth El Temple Youth Fund, 

Provides support for Youth activities at Temple Beth El  

 

Periodically, the temple may list other short-term projects or needs. 

Contributions that do not specify a project or fund will be added to 

the General Operating Fund.  
 

If you have a question or wish to contribute for a project not listed 

here, please contact Treasurer Lisa Willman. 

Sugarman!!!  Michele Blum, Jane Grider, Robert Kitcey, 

Linda Kruger, Dave Zeemont, Sherry and Al Woods.  Thank 

you thank you thank you! 
 

Thanks to Buzzie Lieberman for lovingly donating the wheel-

chair that was used by her dear Bernie before he passed away.  

She also found it in her heart to donate boxes of books to our 

Library.  Our heartfelt thanks to you, Buzzie and we wish you 

good health and happiness back in Illinois with your family.  

Donôt forget your ófamilyô here in Las Cruces.  We look for-

ward to future visits. 
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In order to ensure that the name of your loved one will be 

recited during services, we have instituted the following 

practices:  

 

¶ The Hebrew dates for each weekõs Yahrzeits are listed 

in each Newsletter.  

¶ Hebrew vs. conventional calendar: The templeõs tradi-

tion is to base the Yahrzeits list on the Hebrew calendar. 

Those who wish to have a name read on a Friday night 

close to the non-Hebrew calendar date are asked to 

please email or call Stefani Singer a few days prior to 

the service.  

 

*Asterisks at left indicate that a loved one has been perma-

nently memorialized with a plaque in the Temple sanctuary. 

If you are interested in acquiring a plaque for your loved 

one, contact Stefani Singer at the  

Temple.  

May 2011, Yahrzeits 
 

Read on May 6      Iyar 2 

*Max Bruder, father of Murray Bruder 

Clara Silberhartz, grandmother of Robin Cohen 

Shirley Greenberg, aunt of Cyrille Kane 

Isador Edward Tapper, father of Dan Tapper 

 

Read on May 13     Iyar 9 

*Ida Bass, mother of Harry Bass, sister of Abe  

 Pomerantz 

*Henry Frank, husband of Ruth Frank, father of Lester 

 Frank 

*Rosalie Muffs, wife of Sidney Muffs 

Devorah Bat Mordecai, mother of Tana Heminway 

Joseph Friedlander, grandfather of Nancy Rosen 

*Jacob Kellner 

Mary Agnes Kish, mother of Lauri Greis 

Nenette Ameline Rogers, mother of Lauri Greis 

Sadie Goldin, grandmother of Robin Cohen 

*Max Greenfield 

Saul Blum, father of Allen Blum 

Gerry Leeser, brother of Helen Raphael 

Joseph H Bell, father of Joe Bell 

*I A Wechter 

*Harry Berkove 

*Morris Leibson 

*Irving Rubinstein 

*Rebecca Pomerantz, mother of Abe Pomerantz 

Esther Rosenmayer, grandmother of Rabbi Paul Citrin 

Jess Horwitz, brother of Marion Deutschman 

Mark Wechter, uncle of Jeff Steinborn 

*Fanny Strauss 

Hilda Deutschman, mother of Jerry Deutschman 

Annabel M Engle, mother of Susan Citrin 

*Milton Silverman 

 

Read on May 20     Iyar 16 

Lew Kruger, brother of Chuck Kruger 

*Jack Kelter, father of Stuart Kelter and Susan Lapid 

Tamara Entin, mother of Maxine Webber, grandmother 

of Joshua and Jason Rosenberg 

Doris Kirschner, wife of Mel Kirschner 

Hilda Berkeley, mother of Arthur Berkeley 

 

*Stanley Kasten 

*Bessie Rothschild 

 

Read on May 27     Iyar 23 

*Irving Kallman 

Frances Klempner, grandmother of Dee Cook 

*Rae Dorfman, sister of Abe Pomerantz 

*Louis Rashall, grandfather of Tina Silverman-Schwartz 

Harold Kane, father of Rabbi Gerald Kane 

Meyer Lieberman, father of Mike Lieberman 

Richard Weeks, father of Michael Weeks 

*Irving Benowitz, father of Simy Allan 

Mollie Siegel, grandmother of Michele Blum 

*Nate Wagner 

Beverly Friedman, mother of Stefani Singer 

Beverly Fein, mother of Mark Singer 

Ben Silberman, father of Cyrille Kane 

*Leland Trafton 
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