
 

 

OCTOBER 2011-TISHREI-CHESHVAN 5772—— 

A Monthly Publication for Temple Beth-El, Las Cruces, New Mexico 

We continue to welcome the New Year of 5772! 

YOM KIPPUR 

Friday, October 7  

8:00 Kol Nidre/Erev Yom Kippur  

Service 

 

Saturday, October 8, 2011 

9:00 A.M.— Family Service  

10:00 A.M.—Congregational Service  

1:00 P.M.—A Time for Sharing  

3:00—4:10 P.M.— Study Session with  

Rabbi Karol and Rabbi Kane 

4:30 P.M.— Afternoon Service  

5:45 P.M.—Yizkor  

6:30 P.M.—Neilah 

SUKKOT AND SIMCHAT TORAH SERVICES 

Sunday, October 9 

The Sukkah will be set up during Religious 

School as students create decorations—

please help us prepare for the holiday!!! 

Wednesday, October 12 

4:45 P.M. Hebrew School as usual 

5:45 P.M. Erev Sukkot Family Service 

6:30 P.M. Pizza Dinner (Pizza provided) 

Thursday, October 13  

10:00 A.M. Sukkot Morning Service  

Potluck Kiddush in the Sukkah 

Friday, October 14 

7:30 P.M. Shabbat during Sukkot Service 

Saturday, October 15 

10:15 A.M. Shabbat Sukkot 

Morning Service and Kiddush 

Wednesday, October 19 

No Hebrew School 

5:30 P.M. Potluck Dinner 

6:30 P.M. Simchat Torah Ser-

vice 

Thursday, October 20 

10:00 A.M. Shemini Atzeret and  Yizkor Ser-

vice—Potluck Kiddush following  

We will welcome  

Jewish 

singer/songwriter 

Doug Cotler 

to our  

Shabbat Service 

on October 28 at 

7:30 pm with an 

“Oneg Shabbat Concert” to follow 

the service 
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October Worship Schedule ï Shabbat, High Holy Days and Fall Chagim/Holidays 

Friday, October 7  

High Holy Day Worship 

8:00 Kol Nidre/Erev Yom Kippur Service 

Rabbi Karol will speak on ñMaking Room for  

Forgivenessò  

 

Saturday, October 8  

Yom Kippur  
9:00 A.M.  Family Service  

10:00 A.M.  Congregational Service  

Rabbi Karol will speak on ñYour Light will Shineò  

1:00 P.M. A Time for Sharing  

3:00-4:10 P.M. Session with Rabbi Karol and  

Rabbi Kane 

4:30 P.M.       Afternoon Service  

5:45 P.M, Yizkor and Neilah at 6:30 P.M.  

7:15 P.M. Break the Fast  

Babysitting will be provided during the  

Yom Kippur morning services  

 

Wednesday, October 12 

5:45 P.M.  Erev Sukkot Family Service 

6:30 P.M.  Pizza Dinner (Pizza provided) 

 

Thursday, October 13  

10:00 A.M.  Sukkot Morning Service  

Kiddush in the Sukkah 

 

Friday, October 14 

7:30 P.M.   Shabbat during Sukkot Service 

Rabbi Karol will speak on ñThe World as our Mirrorò  

and read from the scroll of Ecclesiastes 

 

Saturday, October 15  
9:00 A.M. Talmud 

10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush 

Parashat Shabbat Sukkot Exodus 33:12-34:26 

Haftarah  Ezekiel 38:18-39:7 

 

Wednesday, October 19 

5:30 P.M.   Potluck Dinner 

6:30 P.M.   Simchat Torah Service 

 

OCTOBER 2011-TISHREI-CHESHVAN 

Thursday, October 20 

10:00 A.M.  Shemini Atzeret and Yizkor  

  Service,  Kiddush following  

 

Friday, October 21 

5:45 P.M. Simchat Shabbat 

6:30 P.M. Catered Dinner, Songs, Stories 

 

Saturday, October 22  
9:00 A.M. Talmud 

10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush 

Parashat Bôreisheet  Genesis 1:1-6:8 

Haftarah   Isaiah 42:5 - 43:10 
 

Friday, October 28 

7:30 P.M.   Shabbat Service  

Jewish singer/songwriter/performer Doug  

Cotler will participate in the service and  

present an ñOneg Shabbat concertò following the 

service  

 

Saturday, October 29 

9:00 A.M. Talmud 

10:15 A.M. Service and Kiddush 

Parashat Noach Genesis 6:9 - 11:32 

Haftarah  Isaiah 54:1-55:5 

High Holy Day Food Drive 
The Beth-El Temple Youth (BETY) is collecting 

non-perishable food items for our annual food drive 

for Casa de Peregrinos. There will grocery bags 

available during the High Holy Days at Temple to 

take home and fill with non-perishable food items 

(canned foods, boxed foods, etc.). Please return the 

bag to Temple Beth-El by Yom Kippur, October 

8th.   

http://www.jtsa.edu/PreBuilt/ParashahArchives/jpstext/bereshit_haft.shtml
http://www.jtsa.edu/PreBuilt/ParashahArchives/jpstext/noah.shtml
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   A NEARLY Complete Alphabet of Blessings for 5772  

 

May 5772 be a year filled with...  
Acceptance ï for people and ideas.  

Bravery ï to face lifeôs challenges.  

Compassion ï for those who need our concern.  

Devotion ï to our families and/or community and the tasks that are important to us.  

 

Empathy ï towards the situations in which others find themselves so that we can be moved to action. 

Forgiveness ï of others and ourselves so we can move forward. 

Growth ï in ways we may not even imagine we could change. 

Humility ï that will remind us of our limits as well as our capabilities. 

Inspiration ï to soar to new heights. 

Justice ï that brings balance between people in communities and nations. 

Kindness ï which can serve as the basis for all we do. 

Love ï within families, among friends, for humanity, for all creation. 

Mercy ï that gives others and ourselves a chance to right a wrong. 

Newness ï which will make this year different from every other year. 

Opportunity ï for work, adventure, exploration and personal quests. 

Peace ï within ourselves and around the world. 

Quietï to feel a sense of Shabbat within us and around us. 

Renewalï for our bodies and our souls. 

Strength ï to live day to day. 

Thankfulness ï for the gifts we have been given. 

Understanding ï that can bring people with different viewpoints and beliefs together. 

Vitality ï that keeps us active in every moment. 

Wonder ï at the daily miracles that we may not even notice. 

Yearning ï that leads us always to strive to improve ourselves and our world. 

Zestfulness ï to live with enthusiasm and spirit! 

May this be a year when we learn to share our stories, to listen, to learn and grow together, and to recognize the 

many opportunities we have to enhance the life of Temple Beth-El and our community! 

 

Lôshalom, 

Rabbi Larry K.  

 Message from Rabbi Karol 

       BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 President  Mark Steinborn 

 Vice President  Patrick Quinn 

 Treasurer  Allen Palanker 

 Secretary  Bill Stein 

 Trustee   Susan Fitzgerald 

 Trustee   Michael Mandel 

 Trustee   Alison Mann 

 Trustee   Andrea Orzoff 

 Trustee   James Rosenthal 

 Trustee   Abby Train 

 Trustee   Lisa Willman 

 Mensch Club Rep. David Zeemont 

 Sisterhood Rep.  Michele Blum 

  RABBIS 

             Rabbi Lawrence P. Karol 

     Rabbi Gerald Kane, Rabbi Emeritus 

Be watching for details about  

ñMeet and Greetò gatherings with  

Rabbi Larry and Rhonda Karol  

in the coming weeks and save the date of  

December 2 for Rabbi Karolôs installation. 

The first event is Saturday, October 22 at 7:30 

pm at the home of Yossi and Susan Lapid   

Please RSVP to the Temple Office. 
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The State of the Temple Beth-El 
 

As many of you are aware, Temple Presidents usually reserve their Yom Kippur speech for 

the State of the Temple.  Possibly this is because of the large audience in attendance and 

also because I suppose itôs reasonable to equate atonement with reminding congregants of 

their financial commitments.  Personally, I much prefer to use the holidays for something 

more personal and less businesslike so this monthôs column will be a discussion of the State 

of the Temple.  Iôll try to keep the numbers to a minimum. 

 As you might expect, this year we have good news and bad news.  On the plus side we have a new Rabbi.  

Rabbi Larry and Rhonda Karol are very engaged in congregational activities and have already made significant 

contributions to our community.  We have a new Torah thanks to the generosity of over half of our congregants.  

Additionally, we have an increase in temple programs and continue to have a large percentage of the community 

engaged in temple activities, many of which are centered on Jewish learning and culture.  In fact, I view your  

participation and passion as one of our greatest assets.  Financially we are relatively strong.  As you know, our 

mortgage is paid off and we have just over $100,000 in reserves.  Reserves are down from previous years due to 

some one-time expenses, including paying off our mortgage and hiring a new Rabbi. 

 On the minus side weôve seen very little growth in membership.  There are about 160 families in our mem-

bership and we tend to lose about as many as we gain.  Three years ago my Presidency started with a deficit of 

$35,000.   We managed to break even the first year; we did well the second year due to the Torah Endowment Pro-

ject.  This year, my third year as President, we find ourselves starting with a $55,000 deficit.  This additional 

$20,000 deficit over the $35,000 ñnormò is entirely due to the one-time expenses.  We can only overcome a deficit 

by some combination of reducing costs and increasing revenues.  We continue to cut expenses where possible and 

I thank our Temple Board and committees for doing an excellent job of cutting expenses this year.  While we are 

ahead on dues payments this year, the dynamics have not materially changed.  We are losing the battle on the 

revenue side.  About 39% of  families pay 80% of the dues and 6% of  families pay almost one-third of the dues.  

About 44% of  members pay little or no dues.  We continue to have too great a reliance on too few families for our 

financial well-being.  To put our finances in context, I looked back only two years ago and we had just over 

$200,000 in reserves; today reserves are just over $100,000.  In my estimation we are four to five years away from 

needing to make some really tough choices about our Temple finances.  Without a Ways and Means Committee 

there is little chance to make up that deficit, although I am aware of several fund raising events planned for the 

fiscal year.  At the very least, I expect we can make up the $20,000 in one-time expenses and we hope to do much 

better, but again there is little chance of breaking even.  In my estimation, we are four to five years away from 

making some  tough choices about our Temple finances 

 Since Iôm talking about revenues, I want to briefly talk about fundraisers.  I know that raising money in-

volving outside resources to meet our operating expenses  is distasteful to many.  There are many fundraiser in Las 

Cruces designed to support social services, like ñMen Who Cookò which supports Hospice.   The Jewish commu-

nity that uses Temple Beth-El should be the source of financial support for our operations.  I donôt think any of us 

want to compete with social action fundraising but once again we find ourselves forced into that position.  It does 

take a community to ensure our well-being and that community is you and me.   
 

            So what can we do about it?  Get active in our temple.  We are desperately in need of your time and your 

efforts.  Almost every committee needs help.  Take a look at your dues.  Are they paid in a timely manner and are 

you paying your fair share?  There are simply too few of us in the congregation to assume our leadership can han-

dle all the work.  Please join us in making Temple Beth-El a better place to worship and help us secure our future. 
 

Shalom, 

 

Mark Steinborn 

President ï Temple Beth-El 

OCTOBER 2011-TISHREI-CHESHVAN 5772 
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Monthly Simchat Shabbat  Dinner 
 

Simchat Shabbat, the joy of Shabbat, comes not only 

from prayer and study, but especially from sharing a 

Sabbath meal with song and conversation.  To further 

immerse ourselves in Simchat Shabbat, the third Friday 

of each month will feature a Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

at 5:45 P.M. followed by a Shabbat dinner at 6:30 P.M.  

We are aiming to build on our congregational qualities 

of warmth, community and celebration. 
 

Here are the dates of our Simchat Shabbat evenings to 

mark on your calendars: 
     

October 21 and November 18 th   
 

The cost of the dinner will be $15 per person, $7 for 

children 6-10, children under 6 free.  A Vegetarian al-

ternative is available. 
 

To avoid doing business on Shabbat and to get a com-

mitted number of reservations, you need to sign up and 

pay in advance, no later than three days before the 

Shabbat. 

 
 

 

Sign Up Form 
 

Simchat Shabbat Monthly Dinner 

 

Name ________________________________  

 

Phone  ________________________________ 

  

 # of  Adults  _________    
 

 

 # of Children 6-10 _________ 
 

 # Children Under 5  _________ 
 

 # of Vegetarian Meals _________ 
 

 Total enclosed $ _________ 
 

$15 per person    $7 for children 6-10.  Kids 5 and under 

free. 
 

Please return this reservation with your check made 

out to TBE 
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TEMPLE BREAKFAST 

Weekly breakfast meetings and discussions of  

Jewish and general interest topics  are held at the  

Temple with breakfast starting at 8:45AM. The  

speaker and discussion will begin promptly at 9:00 

AM.   Please contact Phil Alkon at 524-6945 or  

philipalkon@gmail.com for further information 

 

TEMPLE BOARD MEETINGS 

 

Board meetings are held the fourth Thursday of every 

month, and you are invited! Check the temple website 

at www.tbelc.org for the board meeting agenda. 

In October the Board will meet on October 18 

 

TALMUD STUDY 

Talmud study meets every Saturday in the Social 

Hall at 9 A.M. before the Saturday morning service. 

Prospective students are welcome. Contact Erich 

Zameret or Tana Hemingway for more information 

 

MENSCH CLUB 

Films pertaining to a wide range of Jewish-related 

topics are shown on the second Sunday of each 

month at 2 PM at the Temple. Anyone who has a 

film to share with the community is encouraged to 

contact Dave Zeemont, President, at 523-0913 or  

mudjob@earthlink.net 
 

Regular Mensch Club meetings are held bi-weekly 

on Sundays at 2pm at the Temple.  For additional 

 information,  please contact Dave Zeemont  

 

MAH JONG 

Ongoing Mondays, 10:15 A.M. with Frima 

Marquez.    

ADULT EDUCATION 

Torah Study with Rabbi Karol 

Ongoing Wednesdays, 10:15 ð 11:30 A.M.   Check  the TBE 

Eblast for  the details. 

Be watching for information soon on our Fall Academy 
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Feed the  
Hungry ð 

Itôs a Mitzvah!  
 

 

For there will never cease to be needy ones 

in your land , which is why I command you: 

open your hand to the poor and needy kin in 

your land (Deuteronomy 15:11) 

Thanks to everyone who brought beans, both 

canned and dried, in September.  The box was 

overflowing. Octoberôs food of the month is 

rice.  Please bring a bag with you every time 

you come to the Temple. There is  a specially 

labeled bin at the Temple for your donations.  
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Join us for a Shabbat Service and  

ñOneg Shabbat Concertò  

with Jewish singer /songwriter/ performer  

Doug Cotler 
on Friday, October 28, 2011! 

 

Our Shabbat Service will begin at 7:30 pm, followed immediately by the 

concert.  Our Oneg Shabbat will conclude an enjoyable evening of music 

and community! 

 

Doug Cotler is a Grammy Award-winning composer and an accomplished singer, songwriter and musician. 

Cotler tours the country extensively sharing his innovative music with Jewish communities everywhere. 

His sensitive and penetrating interpretations of liturgy as well as his insightful and humorous songs about 

Jewish events and heroes have placed him in the forefront of contemporary Jewish music.  

 

Cotlerôs musical career includes composing the symphony, ñThe Golem,ò which was performed by Seattle 

Philharmonic Orchestra, performing country, pop and rock music with such well-known artists as John 

Denver, Jerry Jeff Walker and Mason Williams.  He has recorded eight original Jewish music albums.  His 

1984 Grammy was awarded for writing ñManhunt,ò a powerful song featured in the hit album and movie, 

ñFlashdance.ò His multi-faceted abilities have uniquely defined Dougôs career.  For the last 14 years, Doug 

has been the musical producer of the Reform Movementôs National Biennial Conventions. 

 

With his father, a Cantor, providing training from the age of nine, his  profes-

sional career began at 14, singing in Southern California synagogues and Jewish 

Community Centers. When Dougôs father passed away, he assumed his fatherôs 

position as Cantor at a large reform congregation in the Bay Area. 

 

From young children to adults, Cotlerôs music appeals to a wide cross-section of 

Jewish music lovers.  His breakthrough album, ñListen,ò  contains the hit song, 

ñStanding on the Shoulders.ò  This expressive song is used extensively as a theme 

for conventions, films, and religious services.  Cotlerôs other albums include ñItôs 

So Amazing!ò, fun Jewish songs for all ages;ñWhispers In The Wind,ò adult con-

temporary songs on Jewish themes, and  ñDown Home,ò Jewish Bluegrass.  His 

newest albums are, ñA Rose In December,ò which reflects songs of healing and 

peace; a live concert recording, ñEveryoneôs Invited - Doug Cotler LIVE!ò and 

ñFunny Jewish Songs,ò a hilarious expos® of Jewish musical humor. 

 

Doug is currently the Cantorial Soloist at Congregation Or Ami, in Calabasas, California. A native Califor-

nian and resident of Woodland Hills, California, Doug and  his wife Gail, have two sons, Kyle and Noah.  
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Creating a ñKehilat Chesedò (Caring Community) 
 

Dear TBE Congregants: 

 It is with a great sense of hope and excitement 

that we inform you that we (Rhonda Karol and Sharon 

Steinborn) are developing a Kehilat Chesed, otherwise 

known as a Caring Community, at Temple Beth-El. The 

Kehilat Chesed will be under the direction and guid-

ance of Rabbi Karol, who has given us his blessing to 

develop this program. We currently have a Chesed 

group that is coordinated by Dave Zeemont and Sally 

Alkon.  According to Dave and Sally, the current Che-

sed group deals mostly with transportation issues. This 

current group will be incorporated into the new program, 

which will expand current services. We are grateful that 

both Sally and Dave have agreed to stay on in some ca-

pacity. 

 It is our hope to develop a program which will 

address important lifecycle challenges for which our 

congregants may need support. We will: 

Establish support systems, groups and educational 

programs to support our community through our tra-

dition of Mitzvah. 

Help congregants navigate difficult lifecycle chal-

lenges. 

Provide healing resources for those in need. 

Work to develop this program as suggested by the 

Union of Reform Judaism guidelines (ñBecoming A 

Kehilat Chesedò) and additional Jewish Spiritual/

Healing Programs. 

 We will begin with small necessary steps. Our 

idea is to first develop core programs, which will in-

clude: 

1. Bikur Cholim-Offering comfort and support to those 

who are ill as directed by Rabbi Karol. 

2. Comforting The Mourner-Help to facilitate Min-

yans; provide Mitzvah Boxes (supplies for the bereaved) 

and maintain contact with our Chevra Kadisha. 

3. Transportation services for those in need 

4. Acknowledging Lifecycle transitions-Bar/Bat Mitz-

vahs, Weddings, etc. 

5. Developing a ñMitzvah Corpsò of volunteers and 

training of these volunteers. 

 After these programs are put in place we will be-

gin to address future planning opportunities for our com-

munity. Some of our ideas have been: 

A Service for Renewal of Spirit led by Rabbi Karol 

Ongoing education/lecture series: Helping parents 

raise ethical and self-reliant children; health and well-

being; Jewish views of the afterlife; talking with chil-

dren about death; Jewish spirituality; Jewish views of a 

spiritual marriage and developing healthy stepparent/

stepchild (blended family) relationships. 

Support groups: mourning; caring for older parents 

and a group for divorced and/or widowed congregants. 

Jewish meditation group 

Mussar group 

Healing retreat 

 It is our hope that our Kehilat Chesed will eventu-

ally be self-supporting through donations from congre-

gants.  However, we will look into possible grants and 

additional funding sources. We have presented our out-

line for developing this program to the TBE Board of 

Trustees and have received their support.  

 These are some of our ideas and ideas from the 

Union of Reform Judaism and other Kehilat Chesed pro-

grams now in existence. We are aware that our congre-

gants might have other wonderful ideas or suggestions. In 

order to facilitate that information, we will be developing 

a questionnaire that will be sent out by e-mail (snail mail 

for those not connected to the internet) and also distrib-

uted during High Holy Day services. We look forward to 

hearing from you and hope many of you will support this 

important program and even volunteer. 

 

Shalom, 

 

Sharon and Rhonda 

Congregants gathered for Tashlich on  

September 29 at Young Park  

_____________________________________________________________ 



 

 

ISRAEL UPDATE   

About Israel Update 

The Israel Committee of Temple Beth-El will present a monthly Israel Update page in Adelante. We hope to promote 

your awareness of Israel-related events and information, and to energize TBE efforts in behalf of Israel's security, 

welfare and democratic character. Your feedback is welcome, and we are pleased to consider any subjects or materi-

als you may wish to present in this column. Just contact Phil Alkon [524-6945, philipalkon@gmail.com]. Todah Ra-

bah! 
 

RECENT ISRAEL NEWS STORIES 

1. Attacks on Southern Israel   [Based on Hadassah newsletter from Diane Bass] 

 Since the deadly August attacks near Eilat, in which eight Israelis on a tourist bus were murdered by Gaza-based terror-

ists,  Hamas-ruled Gaza militants have fired over 100 rockets and mortar shells at Israel .  A tentative cease-fire was reached 

with various factions in Gaza ðincluding the Popular Resistance Committee, which took credit for the bus attacksðhowever, 

the rockets and shells have not stopped. 

 Israel has maintained a restrained but persistent response, including air strikes of a smuggling tunnel, weapons manu-

facturing site and militant outposts.  The IDF announced that the Iron Dome, an anti-rocket missile defense system unveiled in 

May, successfully incepted four rockets on Saturday, but was unable to stop a fifth, which killed one and wounded several oth-

ers in Beôer Sheva.   

 Tension also arose between Israel and Egypt following the deaths of five Egyptian security personnel killed in the 

crossfire between the IDF and Gaza militants on Thursday.  Israeli officials have apologized but the Egyptian government said 

the apology was insufficient. However, an initial statement that Egypt would recall its ambassador from Israel was removed 

from the Egyptian government website.  Analysts are closely watching the Israeli-Egyptian relationship, which many believe 

will play a critical role in ensuring the stability of the region.     

 Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu met an American congressional delegation, lead by House Majority Leader 

Eric Cantor, during a visit to Israel.  Netanyahu thanked the delegation for their support of Israel and reminded them of the Ira-

nian threat.  "Those who fire missiles at Israel are supported by Iran with weapons, money and training.ò Netanyahu said. ñThey 

constitute a forward Iranian post on our borders. Just as Iran threatens us, so too it threatens the US ." 

What you can do:  Thank Congress for its support of Israel and urge your legislators not to ignore the dangerous situation devel-

oping in Gaza. Suggested talking points from The Israel Project follow below.  These talking points can be used to contact your 

local legislators and media, or for bulletins, Facebook, Twitter and other social media. 

Iran-back Hamas and its terrorist allies have launched a new and unprovoked series of attacks on Israeli citizens. 

The Israeli response has been restrained and carefully targeted at terrorists. 

In April, the terrorist organization signed a unity agreement with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas. 

Israel has the right to defend itself,  and countries with ties to Hamas should cut them off. 

 

2.  The Palestinian Authority and the United Nations [by Phil Alkon] 

 Mahmoud Abbas, President of the Palestinian Authority (PA) which governs the West Bank (but not Gaza), has vowed 

to seek recognition for a Palestinian state directly from the United Nations. Such a move is a declared alternative to continued 

direct peace negotiations with Israel, to which the PA committed itself under the Oslo Agreement.  Although Israel, the U.S., 

Germany and other nations oppose an evasion of the Oslo accords, an overwhelming majority of UN member states appear will-

ing to at least tacitly support a UN overture alternative by the PA. The PA presently is a ñnon-voting observerò at the UN, a 

status shared with some non-governmental organizations.  Full UN membership requires Security Council approval, and that 

will not happen because the U.S. promises to veto any such proposal.  However, a General Assembly majority could elevate 

Arab Palestine to a ñnon-voting nationò status. This would grant the PA official access to a wide range of UN bodies and or-

ganizations, and thereby greatly increase their international influence.  In short, the Abbas initiative would give West Bank Pal-

estinians a huge (if somewhat tepid) PR boost from the UN, grant West Bank Palestinians a quasi-state like status in the UN and  
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Continued on Page 12 
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THE CHESED GROUP 
 

Is here for members in need of assistance due to 

Health Issues. 

Please call well in advance. 
 

CALL:   

David Zeemont at 523-0913 if you need  

transportation to a medical appointment. 
 

Sally Alkon at 524-6945 if you need  

transportation, or someone, to help shop for food. 
 

The  TBE office at 524-3380 if you would like a 

visitor at the hospital or at home  

 

 

CALL:   

The temple office at 524-3380 if you cannot reach 

any of the above people. 
 

* If you are interested in being a coordinator/

helper/driver for services or temple events,  please 

call Dave Zeemont. 
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 Temple Beth-El Religious School  

2011-2012/5771-5772 
 

Sundays, 9:00 A.M.ðNoon 

Wednesdays, 4:45ð6:00 P.M. 

*If you have not registered your children yet, 

please contact Rabbi Karol at the TBE office. 

Yoga 
Hayley Katz is holding a Restorative Yoga 

class on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm.  You can 

contact her at Hayleybkatz@gmail.com if 

you are interested and to confirm how 

many people there will be in the class. The 

cost will be $5 per class or $20 for the 

month.  

Creative Writing Class 

Judy Hilbert will be teaching a creative writing 

class on Mondays from 1 to 2:30 pm beginning 

on Monday October 17th. The class is for begin-

ners as well as experienced writers and will deal 

with plot, dialogue, description, characterization 

to name a few items. We will start with a little 

talk, then be devoted to writing in class and later 

at home. It's fun!  Contact Judy at DrJudyHil-

bert@yahoo.com if you are interested. 

Religious School News 
    Religious School is off to a spirited beginning!  

Our faculty (Chloe Mandel, Sarah Mindlin, Rhonda 

Karol, Hayley Katz, Erich Zameret, and Rabbi 

Karol) have led our 30 students in active learning in 

each class.   Talia Kolikant has just joined the fac-

ulty as a madrichah/aide for the Alef-Bet class.  Stu-

dents meet with Rabbi Karol for a service or mu-

sic/learning time each Sunday.   On Sunday, Sep-

tember 25, Stuart Kelter led the Training Wheels 

gathering for younger children and their parents, 

with Rabbi Karol adding music and parents provid-

ing crafts and snacks.    

   On Sunday, October 9, Religious School students 

will make decorations for the Sukkah which will be 

built that morning. Parents are encouraged to stay 

and help build the sukkah to get it ready for the stu-

dentsô special additions!   Family Services on Yom 

Kippur, Sukkot (October 12) and Simchat Torah 

(October 19) will round out our studentsô learning! 

The originally scheduled visit to White Sands on  

Oct. 16 has been postponed to a later date  to be  

announced within a few weeks. 

mailto:Hayleybkatz@gmail.com
mailto:DrJudyHilbert@yahoo.com
mailto:DrJudyHilbert@yahoo.com
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NEW LOCATION at Lohman & Solano 

 

Call for Pick-Up or Delivery 

521-3697 

Owners:  Carrie and Ari Swartz 

 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP!! 
 

Please contact Estes Weeks, BETY Communication Ad-

viser quanal501@aol.com for updated BETY news and 

information. 
 

Purchase your YOUTH GROUP T-shirt.  $18 for the 

first one and $12 for each additional shirt.  All youth shirts 

are $10 for the first and $9 for each additional shirt.  Every-

one is invited to support the Temple Beth-El Youth.  Con-

tact the office to pick your size. 
 

For BETY Youth Group information, questions or sugges-

tions contact Chloe Mandel celifisticuffs@gmail.com  

(BETY) 

OCTOBER 2011-TISHREI-CHESHVAN 5772 

mailto:quanal501@aol.com
mailto:celifisticuffs@gmail.com


 

 

Page 12 

Israel Update continued from page 9 
 

somewhat beyond, and multiply Palestinian platforms for 

promoting Palestinian (ultimate?) solutions to the never-

ending problems with Israel.  Besides, no Oslo Accord 

means no need to deal with Israel on boundaries, settle-

ments, refugees, capitals, security arrangements, and all 

those other nasty details. What a relief!!!  With a two-thirds 

majority in the General Assembly, the Palestinians could 

attain a non-voting nationality status that would enable other 

countries to treat them as a full state. As an added political 

bonus, a PA departure from direct negotiations with Israel 

would bring them a notch closer to the rather negative 

Hamas attitude towards Jews and Israel, and perhaps garner 

some much-needed short-term local political points. Pales-

tinian elections are in the offing. All the above options 

above include the West Bank and Gaza as Palestine, with 

1968 borders and east Jerusalem as the capital.  

                                                                                                                                           

Not to be a party pooper, but President Abbas and the PA 

should be aware of a few potential downers in betting the 

Palestiniansô future on chips on the UN recognition track.  

Unilateral abrogation of an internationally brokered agree-

ment, to which they are a principle signatory (the Oslo Ac-

cords), will not enhance the Palestiniansô reputation as a re-

liable partner in the world community, even among nations 

that support their UN bid. 

 

Israel will consider the Oslo Accords dead, and will not rec-

ognize Abbasô Palestinian ñstateò as a legitimate govern-

mental entity.  On the one hand, many cooperative undertak-

ings with the PA under Oslo auspices, by Israel and other 

parties, are likely to terminate; and it is hard to see any fu-

ture Israeli government willing to renew peace negotiations 

with  a PA-based entity. 

 

As an Oslo signatory, the Palestinians have been the recipi-

ents of enormous outside financial support, more aid per 

capita than any other people on Earth.  The U.S. alone pro-

vides the PA with $500,000,000 annually. This US aid and 

other support will end with this unilateral statehood move.  

Who will make up the shortfall?  Donations from the Arab, 

Iran, China, etc., are possible.  But most if not all will entail 

serious political consequences for Palestinians, including 

erosion of their own capacity to be a self-governing nation. 

 

Most Arab nations view the Palestinians with less than high 

regard, and the relatively small support they have received 

from the Arab world reflects their value as a tool against 

Israel and the Jews, rather than any burning ideals for hu-

manitarian or political justice among Arab leaders. 

 

It is easy to see why a UN brokered Palestinian state might 

be a useful medium for enabling the PA to avoid dealing  

with Israel and for continuing its efforts to delegitimize  

Israel and otherwise make life difficult for Israelis.  How-

ever, I cannot see one near- or long-term benefit that ac-

crues to the Palestinian people from this policy.  It only 

seems to buttress the argument that the PAôs ultimate goal  

has more to do with Israelôs destruction than the creation of 

a viable, civil society for its people. 

Finally, the possibility of a viable and civil Palestinian state 

ultimately depends on the relationships that such a state 

will establish with its immediate neighbor, a Jewish nation 

called Israel.  It may indeed be impossible for Abbas and 

his former PLO cronies (does the name Arafat ring a bell?) 

to accept the notion of a Jewish homeland and state in what 

was widely considered Southern Syria (not ñPalestineò) by 

the Arab world for centuries.  In fact, perhaps the greatest 

irony of the Israel- Palestinian conflict is the fact that Israel 

is the only ñpowerò in the history of Middle East that is 

willing to grant Palestinian Arabs a state of their own, even 

at the expense of ceding part of a mandated Jewish Pales-

tinian state to do so.  During centuries of Arab and Moslem 

rule of the region, there has never been an Arab state of 

Palestine nor a Palestinian Arab state.  For nearly a century, 

however, the extant Palestinian Arab leadership has found 

it more convenient to either a) rely on their Arab ñbrothersò 

to remove Israel from the map, b) to conduct their forms of 

warfare and terrorism to convince the Jews to leave, and 

now, having failed in these attempts, to c) do all in their 

power to delegitimize the only democracy and civil society 

in the Middle East. Does the UN recognition ploy represent 

a last gasp attempt by Abbas, et al., to avoid dealing with 

Israel fully and directly, and finally taking a sane responsi-

bility for their own future?  Halavai! (It should only be so!) 
 

RELIABLE INFORMATON SOURCES ON ISRAEL  

by Joe Bell and Phil Alkon                     

1. The Jerusalem Post is an Israeli daily English-language 

broadsheet newspaper, founded on December 1, 1932, 

as The Palestine Post. The Jerusalem Post has a free 

daily online edition  (www.JPost.com) which features 

breaking news, stories and opinion pieces dealing with 

Israel, the Middle East, and the Jewish World.  The 

Jerusalem Post is an internationally renowned newspa-

per and also offers a range of print and online publica-

tions for all ages and interests  including a weekly In-

ternational edition.  Anyone seriously interested in cur-

rent events in Israel and the Middle East should be-

come a regular reader.  The regular online edition is 

free, and a wide variety Jerusalem Post books, maga-

zines and premium content are available at its subscrip-

tion center.   For further information about various Je-

rusalem Post products, call: 1-800-4489291 or 1-866-

576-7880.                                                                                                                                                       

2. Honest Reporting: For a free online subscription, see   

http://honestreporting.com. 
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Yahrzeits for October, 2011 

 

Read on October 7 Tishrei 9 

Lylene Caplan, Mother of Betty Rosse 

Robert Eger* 

Yetta Feldman* 

Thomas Gatkin* 

Blanche Geisinger, mother of Ruth Ann Sugarman 

Anna Lampert, mother of Gabriel Lampert* 

Sara Bluma Limoni, mother of Hedva Gill 

Richard Meltzer, husband of Colette Meltzer 

Martin Muffs, brother of Carol Bernstein* 

Sidney Muffs, father of Carol Bernstein* 

Nathan Siegel* 

Viki Slack, cousin of Stefani Singer 

Rose Sommers, great aunt of Frances Williams* 

Sam Sommers, great uncle of Frances Williams* 

 

Read on October 14-15 Tishrei 16 

Bernice Deutcher, aunt of Stefani Singer 

Natalie Elperin, mother of Nancy Rosen 

Benjamin Golden* 

Reba Kirschner, aunt of Gabriel Lampert* 

Rabbi Joseph Klein* 

Gary David Liston, son of Irv & Nina Rothman 

Norman Oretskin, father of Nancy Oretskin 

Dorothy Rabinovich, mother of David Rabinovich 

Helene F. Rosenbaum, mother of Joan Silar 

Emily Shorr, step-daughter of Susan Michelson 

Mabel Stern, mother of Dell Zuckerman* 

David Sugarman, father of Barnett Sugarman 

 

Read on October 21-22 Tishrei 23 

Lillian Bernstein, mother of Marvin Bernstein 

Frank Kozeliski, father of Dell Zuckerman 

Charles Pass, father of William Pass 

Barry Pitter, brother of Ellen Weiss 

Edith Richter, mother of Fred White 

Elanor Ulrich* 

 

Read on October 28-29 Tishrei 30 

Barnet Katz 

Perry Kohn, friend of Michael Mandel 

Cantor Sam Pessaroff, father of Nathan Pessaroff 

Manas Rosenberg, grandfather of Joshua Rosenberg 

 

Read on November 4 -5         Cheshvan 7 

Susan Bronstein, mother of Jamie Bronstein 

 and wife of Ronald Bronstein* 

Harold Brown, father of Jeff Brown 

 

Meyer Davison* 

Marion Feinberg, mother of Martha Wainger 

Herman Fisher, father of Dr. Barry Fisher 

Anna Jacobs, mother-in-law of Win Jacobs 

Abe Kurgans, father of Buzzie Lieberman 

Helen Michelman, mother of Michael Levine 

Marlene Deanne Saltman, mother of Aggie Saltman 

Frances Sohn, sister of Martha Wainger 

Melvin Taylor Sr., father of Mel Taylor 

Empty Bowls 
The Potters' Guild of Las Cruces has been making 

bowls since last year, to be donated to their annual 

benefit for the El Caldito Soup Kitchen ñEmpty 

Bowls.ò  This yearôs Empty Bowls will take place 

on Friday October 21st from 11am to 1:30 pm at St. 

Paul's Methodist Church at the corner of Griggs and 

Alameda.  Tickets are  $15.00 in advance and 

$18.00 at the door.  All of the soup is donated by 

local restaurants and all proceeds benefit El Caldito 

Soup Kitchen. 

New Mexico Jewish Historical Society Confer-

ence 
Plans have been finalized for this year’ s New Mex-

ico Jewish Historical Society Conference.  It will be 

held on Saturday October 22nd at the Doubletree 

Hotel in Albuquerque.  The conference will discuss 

the Jewish Experience in 20th Century New Mexico 

and the institutions that made it possible. For more 

information and a complete conference schedule 

www.nmjhs.org or email admin@nmjhs.org. 

Candidate Forums at Temple Beth El 

Temple Beth-El is presenting two Candi-

date Forums in October.  On Sunday the 

23rd we will hear from the Candidates 

for Mayor of Las Cruces and on Sun-

day,  October 30th, we will hear from the 

Candidates for the two City Council seats 

which are open.  The forums will begin at 

3 pm and will last for 90 minutes. Coffee 

and cookies will be follow in the Social 

Hall. 
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Phone Tree 
The Temple Beth-El   phone 

tree is going to be revived.  It 

will be used in case of schedule 

changes and/or closures as well 

as deaths.  Please let Paulette 

know if you would like to be 

included. You can reach her at 

admin@tbelc.org or  

524-3380. More details will follow. 

In order to ensure that the name of your loved one will be recited 

during services, we have instituted the following practices:  

The Hebrew dates for each weekôs Yahrzeits are listed in 

each Newsletter. 

Hebrew vs. conventional calendar: The templeôs tradition is 

to base the Yahrzeits list on the Hebrew calendar. Those 

who wish to have a name read on a Friday night close to the 

conventional  calendar date are asked to please email or call 

the administrator a few days prior to the service.  

*Asterisks at left indicate that a loved one has been permanently 

memorialized with a plaque in the Temple sanctuary. If you are 

interested in acquiring a plaque for your loved one, contact the 

administrator at the Temple.  
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Donations  - We thank the following Nadvanim: 

 

General Donations 

Terry Hicks:  donation of juice/wine for Onegs 

Gary & Alison Mann, F. Patrick & Susan Fitzgerald:  

Cotler Sponsorship 

 

Rabbiôs  Discretionary Fund 

F. Patrick & Susan Fitzgerald, Abe Pomerantz, 

Joan Siler, Dolores Cook 

From the Treasurer  
 

Donations are gratefully accepted for the following: 
 

Torah Endowment Project: 

For the purchase of a new Torah.  Donations above the cost of the 

torah will be used to secure the financial future of the temple. 
 

General Operating Fund  

For the Templeôs day-to-day operation 
 

Fund 2004  

For upkeep and mortgage on our new building 
 

Community Service Fund  
For various projects that benefit both our community and Las Cruces/

Southern New Mexico  
 

 

Send a Kid to Israel Program (S.K.I.P. Fund) 
To send Temple youth to Israel 
 

Irving Batkin Memorial Scholarship Fund 
To provide a Jewish education for our children: earnings from this 

fund are used mainly to offset the cost of operating our Religious 

School 
 

Frances Williams Library Fund 
To provide books and infrastructure for the Temple library. 
 

Rabbiõs Discretionary Fund 

Rabbi Karol uses the Discretionary Fund to meet a variety of philan-

thropic requests as well as to supplement TBE programs.    
 

Rabbi Gerald Kane Scholarship Fund 
Provides funds to help further adult education and all educational 

endeavors at Temple Beth El  
 

Beth El Temple Youth Fund, 

Provides support for Youth activities at Temple Beth El  

 

Periodically, the temple may list other short-term projects or needs. 

Contributions that do not specify a project or fund will be added to 

the General Operating Fund.  
 

If you have a question or wish to contribute for a project not listed 

here, please contact Treasurer Allen Palanker . 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Temple Beth-El Sisterhood will 

sponsor a Chanukah  Boutique 

for the Religious School students 

on December 11 and 14 
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